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This Issue is dedicated to my honey Joan ffixtron, whoa 2 shall shortly have the 
pleasure of nesting in person for the first time/ Joan has been a close friend to me 
for around a year now, and her contribution to VD in that tine have teen greatly 
appreciated* ; 

I seea to have ac^idred a pet cricket hare in ay apartment, much to my disgust. 
I arrived home from work around three weeks ago and heard % loud CHIRP coning from the 
living roon. At first I thought that Bd Krobel or one of that crowd had installed a 
bug in YD Headquarters* matt' it was malfunctioning, but the authenticity and regularity 
of the sound soon convinced ne thai I was dealing with the other kind of bug. Ike re 
was indeed a crioket in my living roon. 

Crickets are pretty good at hiding, if one does not consider their chirping, and 
this one was no exception, A quick search of the living roon re veal»Jno thing, while 
all the tine those maddening chirps were sounding irritatiagly closer and closer. I 
tried trla n gulatlon, the same process by which geologists can locate the epicenter of 
an earthquake, but this procedure merely proved to ne that the object of my aggravation 
was mobile, not stationary. I finally took all the furniture in the roon and put 
it in the kitchen and bedroom, then rolled tap the carpet and moved it out too. That 
cricket was going $o have to go! In this barren environment, I figured that my 
antagonist had no chance of remaining hidden. X looked around the room carefully, 
on all fours, and found nothing. And then, Just as though to spite ne — "CHIRP I!" 
It must be hidden in a crack somewhere, I thought. A cjaick trip to the local store, 
and X was armed with a can of Raid. Sprayed all the cracks and inside the heating 
ducts, and practically saturated the whole room with the stuff. Nearly poisoned 
myself. "CHIRP!" went the cricket. "Goddammit!" I responded. I was getting pissed. 
Finally it dawned on me that the thing must be under the floorboards, which X then 
tried to tear up, to no avail. I tttied Jumping op and down on my cow-bare living zoom 
floor, hoping to either scare it off or get lucky and crash through the floorboards 
and score a direct lilt, thus killing it, but this action only brought another curt 
phone call from the downstairs tenant | the same guy who rang me up during BRUXCON to 
object to our celebrating when ERIC KAflE ROLLED A OHBM So nothing has worked, and 
that cricket is still here bugging the hell out of me. So if you read anything 
objectionable in VD, don't blame me 1 . Blame that goddam cricket. It's driving me to 
unprecedented emotional depths. |y Jimlny. 




Si®. T °l eq of Doom 1m a Journal of postal Biplpmaey published every now and then 
by Bruce Linsey, 73 ^tehueloi St, , * Apt, % Dal ton, MA 01226. Phone (413) 684-056?. 
Subs axe 10 issues for $5-00. Standbys are wanted There are no game openings. 

Diplomacy is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allan B, Calhamer and 
copyrighted by Avalon Kill. 




The deadline for aH games contained herein is June 8, 1984. 
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She Zin© Goluan 



This post month's mail has "brought a pre ponder© nee of juicy stuff to write about, 
some of it controversial and some sedate* and much of It worth a look here. 

John Caruso informs me that his latter about me in the latest Politease (the one 
addressed to Mr. Ed) ras written strictly in fun and was not intended as an attack on 
me. 1*11 take his word for it, though soelg times John's idea of H humor" is radically 
different from mine. X personally feel that "humor** Is supposed to lie funny. 

Of far more consequence is this quote from Ed Wrobel himself i "One well-respected 
dipdomlte wrote i 'P.S. That decision Llnsey mads on your orders is the most asslnine 
I've aver seen. P.P.S. Don't print this or I'll get into a feud with Bruce!' Bruce 
has also published a list of GMs who, he alleges, agree with his ruling. One of those 
on the list actually wrote to us to disavow affiliation with Bruce 's views. Did Bruce 
twist any arms? Is this GH afraid to oppose Bruce? Hill there be a VoD retraction 
buried in the lotter column somewhere?" 

Ho, there ^fon'i. Wien I asked him, Ed wouldn't tell me who the GM was. Of those 
X listed as agreeing with my decision, Klolman, Heinel, Rauterbarg and both Bon Browns 
answered my poll question that way last summer, Conner has actually ruled that way 
on a similar set of orders, Boardman told me in person (at a Byrne Con last year) that 
he agreed with the ruling, and Steve Hutton told me the same over the phone. I 
misrepresented nobody. 

Regarding Ed's "well-respected dipdomlte", one has to wonder if the same decision 
was "asslnine" when Conner mads it. Would it be asslnine if Paul Bauterberg or 
John Boardaan (e.g.) made it? Or is it just "asslnine" when BRUX makes it, because 3 
well, BRUX is BRUX? Obis person might also want to familiarize himself with that 
sentence in the Ruletook which reads "A unit may be ordered to do only one thing on 
each move" . And Ed Wrobel might want to familiar ice himself with the meaning of the 
phrase "Don't print this". Each of those is pretty plain English to me. 

Gc ly, I haven't been this caustic in over a year! "Lot's lighten up a bit, BRUX!" 
M Uo, Bruce, I don°t wanna! I hafts, reply to all these things or the whole nobly will 
think I'm a bad boy!" "Well, they already know you're a bad boy!" No, Doomies, I'm 
not bad. Just weird. No, not weird. Just strange. No, not strange. Just wishy- 
washy. And I wish to hell that damn cricket would go away. 

Note to Anduin readers j sorry if there are any of you who might have been anticip- 
ating a good knock-down, drag-out feud, but Eric and I are friends and will remain 
so. We had a small misunderstanding, and it is settled. 

Magus arrived a couple of weeks ago with a very entertaining piece of writing by 
Daf Langley in her subline, Hare of the Dog . (I personally have to wondert if Ty 
Har© ever merries a canine, will there be a zine called of the Hare? ) Magus is 
becoming one of my very favorite sines. Steve's editorial a couple of Issues back 
really put feuding in an appropriate perspective, I think, and the sine is pretty 
enormous in size* Send at least two stamps for a sample to Steve and Daf Langley, 
kV.Z Boons Lane, Sacramento, CA 95821, and tell 'em who sent you. 

While I'm on the subject of Magus I wish to take issue with Steve's comments to 
the effect that there is a "slowdown" in dipdomj tfiat the hobby is not as interesting 
or fun as it used to be. To me Just the opposite .seems to be the casei I can very 
honestly state that I'm having as much fun in the bobby these days as I ever have, 
and I'd bet that the same Is true of quite a few of my subbers. Dlpdom is like a good 
wins in that it Just keeps improving with age. Of; course, one can overindulge and 
wind up with a hangover for a while* but all in all it seems to me the hobby is going 
in the right direction* And so long as there's an enjoyable hobby, there'll always 
be a BRUX. 

I have to wonder how many of my readers are aware that when I type a sentence 
like the one just before this, I Just lean back and laugh my head off for a minute or 
two, trying to picture how various people will react to it. How will the sentence 
"there'll always be a BRUX" affect Rod Walker? Ed Wrobel? Hark Berch? Hare? 
Steve Langley? Joan? Eathy Byrne? ...and so on. Yes, Doomies, the hobby is Indeed 
a curious and fascinating place, and yes, It gets better as I grow crazier and crazier. 
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The British Diplomacy hobby is likewise a pretty entertaining place these days 
too, with several items that bear mentioning here* Richard Sharp* author of Diplomacy's 
only hard-cover book (The Game of Pitfjoaaoy) restarted his Bine Dolchetoaa recently* 
Sharp Is without a doubt one of the hobby's beat writers, but there seems to be 
somewhat of a furor over his return as he folded very meesUy some years ago* 

And v speaking of messy folds (I'll get back to the British hobby In a moaaent) , 
it seems that Francois Cuerrier has revived P&sschendaele* For you newcomers in 
the audience, I strongly recommend that you avoid sending Francois any money for any 
reason. Passchegdaalo folded very Irresponsibly two or three years ago, and Francois 
stole quite a few sub and game fees, including about (200 for a prise fund game he 
was running. I lucked outi he owed me some money which Z eventually managed to get 
from him (rather slyly, I might add), but not everyone was compensated. Just ask 
Son Brown or Ronald Brown* for instance. Again, avoid P asschendaele and Cuerrier* 

Despite that and a negative note about Bob Albrecht which appears elsewhere In this 
issue, I disagree strongly with a recent statement by Dick Martin In his House of Lords 
to the effect that nost Canadian publishers are arrogant, (that's not an exact quote, 
X don't have the Issue handy at the moconfe but I*m pretty sure he did say "arrogant".) 
To me, four publishers really form the nucleus of the Canadian hobby i Dave Carter, 
Steve Hutton, Randolph Sayth, and Ronald Brown. Kong of them could be labeled, 
"arrogant" by any definition of the word, In fact, quite a few American publishers* 
myself included, could take a few lessons from any of them about being being even- 
handed and leveX-headod* But I'll get back to the Canadian hobby in just a minute* 

A humorous iter, appeared in the latest Issue of Home of the Brave. In which Geoff 
Challinger speculates that Ron Galicia might be a pseudonym for Conrad von Metske, 
who is reentering the hobby. Bon Galicia, some of you may recall* If a novioe who 
wrote a couple of letters to YD a few months back. Geoff bases his speculation on 
the fact that both Bon and Conrad are from San Diego, and "Galicia" sounds like a 
name that Conrad, with his well-known sense of humor, might make up, and so on. This 
Intrigued me and X hastened to find out whatever X could. X called directory assistance 
and asked for the number of Bon Galicia, giving the name of the street he lives 
on. The operator told me that there was no listing for anyone In San Diego by that 
name, then I was going to call for a number for Conrad von Me take, using Bon's address, 
but discovered that Conrad is not listed at that address after all (he uses a P0 Box, 
which at first made me even more suspicious, but the operator gave me his correct 
address, and It's not the same as Bon's). Drat. Just when X thought we were about to 
uncover a good hoax. But 1*11 get back to the British hobby, and San Diego, in just 
a minute. 

The latest issue of the now-folding Snafu! just arrived, with some very atypical 
comments by Ronald* Ronald is normally the sort who avoids controversy like the 
plague, but last issue, on the first two pages, he manages toi 

1. Explain some negative feelings he has had! toward Dick Martini 

2. Advise his readers to avoid Passchendaele and Peter Walker's irregular zine 
Baltic Se§_| and 

3* Dump on Robert Sacks' gnown Game Openings * 

Pretty spicy stuff for Snafu** I might add, lest the above comes across as critical, 
that Ronald's statements are all Bade very responsibly and X agree with most of 
what he says, especially regarding $acks and Cuerrier. But I'll get back to the 
Canadian hobby in a moment. . 

Bade In Britain, X must confess ; that the latest Issue of Denver Glont cost me 
some sleep. There are some houserules X agree with, and some X disagree with, but 
once In a while X stumble across one that is Just plain wrong , that is, it really 
violates both the letter and spirit of the Rules of the Game. Such was the case in 
DG , In which one of the houserules Kim Dent is using reads as follows i w . ..after a 
player's pieces have received no orders for two consecutive turns, any other subscriber 
may then take over simply by sending in orders for the next turn." Sheesh. Talk about 
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your dreadful houserules. Why do I find it so awful? One of the fundamental rules 
cf the game is that players Hill ba allowed to negotiate vrith the other players 
IMore moVGts are made. How would you like it if a standby was called into your game 
and made moves stabbing you before ^ou even knew who he was? Richard Sharp makes 
the samg criticism in his book, having "bean a victim two or three tames of such 
£;>o: iinab&o CMing practices, Kim, it's far, far preferable to n&ue a standby first, 
froai a 1:1st of players who have agreed to st&ud by if needed, let him/her negotiate 
for a season, and then allow that person to cake over. Kmm. I see now in Politgssge 
thai 2d Wrobel has done just afe>ut the exact same thing in a gaaa he was running by 
phone, explaining, "I prefer the immediate recruitment of a standby, if at all 
possinle, to present the destruction of a country by HMH." Wall, then, maybe I'm 
wrong after all! If Sd Wrobel does it, it must be right. But I'll get back to 
Pplit saae in a minute. 

Fro/boas is the name of a new zine published by Jeff Richmond, 333-3 HLatt Rd., 
Ann Arbor, HI* Jeff is a very experienced Gtf (he used to guest CM in The Dragon and 
Jife * an & ain2 ^eainds me very strongly of St^ George and the Brajgon. In 

short, I expect Frobosz to be a reliable, non-controversial sine with a few well-run 
games* If you're looking for a good place to £lay» this may b© it. But I'll get 
hack to Michigan in just a minute. 

Baok in Canada, X really cannot recommend highly enough Steve Hutton's very witty 
Jfe Adtosts. (Actually, he doss have a fixed address, though he moves frequently. 

Kail will always get to him (eventually) at 704 Brant St., London, Ontario. CANADA 
V'Si 3$U) Stave has a wry sense of humor (excuse me, huaour) that X really enjoy, 
recently he remarked that im, seoas to have acquired a new role' in 

ths hobby i that of a proving; ground, for VB. Indeed, the "2000 fages of Juicy Quotes" 
contest was more excess a takeoff on a contest he had just run* and tha "Roll Ovar 
Eos-(*3venCon H play czzs shortly upoii tha haels of his own very funny "Wizard of Dip" 
play. Xf indeed any sine in the hobby is a proving ground for ideas to be used in" 
j2i then No fijjsed Ae^Lrejss would bs a great choice for the role — it is soooo clever! 

One issu'i on tfcich I disagree radically with Steve, however, is his recent at -lack 
on Hod Salter. The background of the situation is as follows i John Garu&o printed 
an item in White stonia calling Mark Berch a liar bacause Kark panted a statement that 
wasn't true, but was very dearly just a staple human error. Rod took John to task 
la the pagos of Erehwon. for calling Berch a liar. (I criticized John for it too, 
but I did so directly in a letter to ffiitestonia rather than elsewhere.) Steve 
Hut ton then blasted Bod for dumping on Caruso for attacking Berch as a "liar" over 
a statement that wasn't true, and proceecfe to show where Rod, too, had made a statement 
ti.iat wasn't true. But the examplo he chose was truly outlandish! his criticism of 
Hod is over a clearly humorous item indicating that Keith Sealer publishes fascist 
cartoons, or something like that. I've talked to Keith himself about it, and he wasn't 
the least bit bothered by what Hod wrote, Sheesh* Steve. How deep did you 

havs to &£,g to cone up with an example to try anil make Hod look as hafi as the person 
he was criticising? Pretty deep, it appears to me, So now it appears that I'm 
grossed out at the fact that Steve is grossed out at the fact that Bod is grossed 
out at the fact that Jnhn is grossed out at the fact that Hark simply made a mistake, 
which serves to illustrate just how silly the whose affair is anyway. Can you believe 
that avory one of the people mentioned in the above paragraph is an adult? ! 

Anyway? I did promise to get back to Michigan? so hers I am. Keith Sesler has 
folded his sine Manifest Destiny, and he informs m© that all refunds will be out 
shortly. I'm sorry to see MD gc as it too T;as very entertaining. My understanding 
is that the pressures of real life just caught up to Keith? and he eouldn' t keep 
going. MD will be missed. 

The Modern Patri ot has folded as wall, but it won't bs missed here. Bill Hi^h field 
has stated in writing that W I regret the embarrassment I have been to By family, the 
Wavy, and my friends.* 1 , and to that list I would add his country and hie hobby. Good 
riddance, TMg Isav&s behind some orphaned games and a lot of hard feelings. 
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Back to Poll tease t the issue before last contains a registration form and info 
for MaryCon, which as this is being written X hope to attend* Tentatively, X will 
be driving down with ©ave Lincoln of ' Khoda Island and rooftlng within* hut that's 
not at all certain *' Jibtfr further " i?tfb . on KaitfOon, write .'te>W at tiOt ' "&*x 3^63, 
Arlington, VA 22203 and I^tttifee he<ll he glad to help you ragjaier. I expect MaryCon 
to he the biggest gathering of postal Bip flayers Horth America this year, with 
Originsl&lng held in sons faraway hick town called "Dallas* ;aM most of the eastern 
hobby indicating their intentions to defect to MaryCon instead; And, if X come, so 
shall the Dippy Photo Album! By new my Collection induces photographs of well over 
100 hobbyists, including just about anybody who's anybody in Jforth America • X was 
out shopping earlier today and bought a nice album to put them in, so I can show them 
off at MaryCon and later KaneKon. (Quick notet if you're one of the few Doomies who 
has not sent me your color photo, rhy not do it today? Tfoen you'll still be in time 
so dozens of weirdos can gawk at ypik at MaryCon, tool ); ^riotwly. It's quite a good 
collection, and X annfc those of you who Tiere kind Enough to let ae photogrpah you 
or to send me a pix of yourself recently. But I'll get back to Texas in Just a minute. 

While I'm on the topic of photos, X have three classics for sale at 5ft* apiece, 
which won't quite cover my costs to reprint and send them unless you buy all three, 
but what the heck. The three for sale ares 1) a picture of Alex holding up her 
sixty-postcard birthday card sent to her last summer from Doomies all over the U. S. 
(this picture will appear somewhere else in this issue, but only in black and white, 
and lt ? s much better in color as the card Itself is in six colors), 2) a beautiful 
picture of 01sen> Maszer, and Kathy taken at Thanksgiving ByrneOon (their expressions 
are priceless) , and 3) a photo taken with a wide-angle lens, of YD #85 (ay fourth 
annish) before it was collated. The pages are spread out all over my living room 
floor, and it took my sister and me eight hours apiece to get it collated! You may 
anderstand why when you see the picture... Anyway, order by number — they're 500 each. 
All three of these will of course be in my Dippy Photo Album, too. 

I promised to get back to San Diego. Larry Beery had come out with a record- 
breaking 204-pag© issue of Xenogogic. Having spent about two hours reading through 
a small fraction of it and akimming the rest, X must say that X was boggled. And 
bored. The cover price is listed as $8.00, about 8 times ^hat X think the issue is 
worth. If this sounds like sour grapes, X can only assure you it isn't, but X was 
genuinely very unimpressed by the issue. That's OK. X was talking to Larry on the 
phono a few weeks ago, and when it came up that VD adjudications have never been sent 
out late in 4£ years of publishing, he told me that that didn't impress him. louche'. 

X promised that I'd get back to Texas. As a rule, X don't like sublines. Too 
many of them can spoil an otherwise good sine. (Just look at a recent issue of EE, 
for instance . ) But there axe exceptions, of course. Mos Elsley Spaceport is usually 
pretty entertaining. But in my opinion (probably. shared by no. >ne5 t the very best 
subzlne going these days is The Little Dipper , published by Stephen Wilcox, 5300 W. 
Gulf Bank #103, Houston, TX 77088. * 'It's a subzlne to Jim Heinel's excellent The Prince 
and X think it's the best part of the whole sine. You know that's high praise, too, 
as Stephen isn't even a Doomie. Bint the Little Dipper publishes stuff X really enjoy, 
like questions about the Rulebook's ambiguities and how should a GH rule in such-and- 
such a situation, and so on. In the latest issue, he starts a little story that his 
readers, including me, are going to help him write* It's a really clever idea. Tne 
Prince itself can be had from Jim Melnel, K) Box $32, Anchorage, AK 99510. 

The latest Whltestonla contains a warning that one should never take anyone's 
word for anything without first checking it out. While this is good advice if you're 
unfamiliar with the person you're supposed to be trusting, X do not agree with the . 
blanket statement. There are some people in the hobby who I've known for years, who 
have never (to the best of my knowledge) deliberately made an inaccurate statement, 
outside of their games and obviously harmless hoaxes. Mark Berch is the clearest 
example of someone whose word is altfoys good with me, without any further checking, 
and there are others like Steve Knight and Joan whose credibility here stands at 
precisely There are also, of course, some people whose statement do require 

further checking. But it's not true of everyone. Some of £&gse people are as follows* 
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One sine which I thinlc ffi w^; \ntemtei is Paul Bauterberg's Midlife Crisis . 
■Hie reason I like it so.aj&h " la that Paul's articles deal with the psychological 
aspects of &i^ooacy t ~x»P^ is in kespiag with the fine tradition 

of Bbl Sl ffie. which -3*0* <^ M «^»8r--,Baad61ih'8 articles are all too infrequent 
these days, latest isaus of }C g ; hare in today 9 * mail, has a terrific article by Paul 
concerning the post-stab lettert what you Should or should not write to someone 
you've just betrayed. Tfie essay concludes with an example of such a letter that Paul 
received from Edi B$rsa$ in hl3 fi^si game years ago (the letter Wfeeprinted, just 
discussed In some detail* Really, well done, Paul. I've tried to write a few articles 
of this nature for VD, b^t Paul dots it better. Articles on the psychology of the 
game are too rarely rounijU J&ul HaaWberg, ^922 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208. 
_ It has come to fey attention Wat Qpiayers in a Gunboat Diplomacy game usually don't 
spread this fact across hobby printing it on the front pages of their sines. 
(See V\3^H'%o%\^t r i3^"'&^t I would ask that all Dooaies please 

ignore my •axu^feement^laSt Issue that I have signed up for such a game. Please 
pretend that you didn't abead it. Ahd if perchance you cannot bring yourself to forget 
it, then the info should from, now on be regarded as strictly off che record. 

X should explain, since tSvere are a fen noa-sraaders of Diplomacy Digest in the 
audience, that "The Sins Column", is the title Mark Berch gives to his discussions in 
gD of what's going on io/the &obby, so I thought it'd be appropriate here. (I doubt 
very much -that Karfc will object to the plagiarism! ) TZC is usually only about a fourth 
this long, however, In DD. 'Shis was truly an amazing month in terms of the stuff that 
case into my mailhoz. I~onjoy coimaenting on the hobby's zines, and as the volume 
bu.il over the past couple of weeks decided to do It here, all at once. Have X put 
all of you to sleep? Perhaps. I'm just the sort who likes to make his opinions 
heard — and I have an opinion an just about everything in the hobby, as I'm sure 
you're all aware. Anyway, that, and another attack of loquaciousness, explains all 
of the above. And that criclret in my living room is going to drive me up a wall if it 
doesn't stop its infernal chirping! 




Pie World's Largest Birthday Card 

On July 5, 1983, Alex Lord celebrated her 
Ifith^ birthday. 56 Doomies from 30 of the 
United States were kind enough to help her 
celebrate by sending post cards which, when 
put together correctly, formed the birthday 
cardjin the photo at left. (4 of the cards 
sent j put did not come back, and replacements 
were drawn up later.) 

Alex and I are still considering 
submitting this to the Guinness Book of 
World Records as either the "largest 
birthday card" or, perhaps more likely, the 
"most traveled birthday card", 

Alex will be celebrating her l?th 
birthday in quite a different manner. She 
will be traveling in Europe with some of 
her school friends this summer, and will be 
in Spain when she turns 1?. 
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ORION 19821 

TURKS ADVANCE IN RUSSIA, IBERIA! 

Autran 1912 

RUSSIA 1 A Wax r OTB 

Winter 1912 

ENGLAND 1 Build A LVP 

FRANCE 1 even 

GERMANS even 

ITALY 1 Build A YEN, 7 BOH 

RUSSIA 1 Build A H03 

TURKEY! Build A CON 

Spring 1913 

ENGLAND (Ansof f ) 1 F NWY S RUSSIAN A Lvn-StP (NSU), P Eng-MID (P IRI S, F NAT S), 

A LVP U " . . 

FRANCS (Williams) j A Spa-Por (sua), A GAS H, F BRB-Mld 

GERMANY (wittmond) 1 A HUN celebrates trench warfare (H), A RUH S A Nun, A BER 3 A Mun, 

A PRU goes fo x hunting (H), F BAL S A Pru e F Nth-ENG, 
A BUR 3 FRENCH A Gas 
ITALY (Howerton)j F POR S TURKISH F Hid-Spa(nc), A MAR S TURKISH F Mid-Spa(ao), 

F WES 3 TURKISH F M id-Spa (nc) , A Tus-EEE, F Roa-TYR, A TTO-Mmu 
A Vie BOH A Ven^-TRI 
RUSSIA (Beyerleln)i A Mos~War (d} r Lvn, StP> OTB) 

TURKEY (Leritte)s F Mid-SPA(nc), F KAF-Hid, F LYD 3 ITALIAN A Mar, A Sev-MOS (A UKR 3), 

A GAL S A War, A SIL 3 ITALIAN A Tyo-Kun, A WAR S A 311, 
A Con-SEV (F BLA C) 

Gams Notesi Doug Beyerlein has returned as Russia. Mark Johnson didn't respond to 
my standby call, and is hereby removed from the VD standby list. 

An 10/G/l/VT draw has teen proposed for next season. KLease vote by next 
daadllne. Also, a concession to France has been proposed. Please vote by next deadline. 
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KAISER to WHOM IT MAY CONCERNi NAt, Iri, Eng. Bre, Gas, Bur, Hun, Ruh, Bex, Lvn/Kie, 
Bal, StP, Nwy form an unbreachable defense line. However, Spa, Hid, Por, and Mar 
can still ba played around with. Have fun. 

The following letter is one I aent to Steve Arnawoodian in a fake game (Woody 
had been set up by the GM and the other players) . I was Russia to his Germany and 
had "ordered** A War-Sil In Spring ?0l« 

Dear Woody, 

I'm sorry about the stab in this game. But there vera a nunbsr of factors to 
consider. All of my potentjal allies mads me really super offers that I just couldn't 
turn down. 

Turkey offered me a solid friendship If I'd Just. allow him to take @ev in '01. 
England is going to give me a 2-vay draw if I let him take Sweden and St. Fete by 1903. 
Austria has promised to support m to a win If I allow him to first wipe you out. 
Fart of the bargain Is that be is going TJTborrow Rum and War for a couple of game years. 

With such loyal friends all around me, I Just couldn't help attacking you. After 
all, your offer of a "neutral eone" was such an obvious setup. . • 

BRUX 
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fS QUASAR 1982AE 

KlSOHfcEHS, CAUTIOUS YLAX SLOW PROGRESS IN EUROPE! 
Auiunn l£lO 

FRANCES NRRS A Tyo r 0*13 
Viator 1910 

AUSTRIA i KBR! Will play 1 short 
P.-KGLAflDi even 

FRANCES t Build A MAR, will play i short 
GEIWANYi even 

ITALY i KBR! CM removes A Tus (out) 

r OTE3?» even 
Spring 1911 

AUSTRIA (Ox&a££?)i HHR! A ROM U, A TYO U, A VBN U, A TRI U, A VIE U 
KKCsLAHD (GUspey)j F Mid-WES, A M03~Ukr, A LYH-Hoa (A STP S), A GAL H, F Nwy-SWE, 

A Hol-RUH, F im K, F Dan-BAW F Bal-BOT 
(Bttrd)s A BOH-Tyo, A Huo S A Boh-Tyo (MSU), A Pie-TUS (F LYO S, F TYR S) . 
F TUK S F Tyr, A Mar-PIE 
CSEHIAHY (Howerton)s A WAR S Ei&LISH A Gal. A Bsr-SIL, A Kie-BSR 
TURKS* (S'js%ney)i F HAP U, F IQK-Tyr, F Apu S F lon-Tyr (NSU) , F GHftVIoa , 

F Gon-AECJ, A IKR-Gal (A RIK S). A SSY-Ukr, A ARM-Sev 



Gaae ^otess Would Jerry Lucas, 3902 Laksaead Way, Redwood City, CA <&06Z please 
stand by for Austria? Thanks muchly, Jerry. An E/T draw has been proposed fox next 
reason* Please vote by next deadline. 

Cm Am. EXLAX ((via TURKEY)) to SULTAHi I am in the Ionian as ordered — air, what 
are your orders? 

TURKEY to BRUXx OK, so there goes Ukr! 

TURKEY to FJiGELAKDi Franco — anathema??! Well, maybe he'll Join "The Force". 
TURKEY to AUSTRIA i You are right, you never call or write. But are you still 

receiving ny letters? 

TURKBY to FRANCS i Please note the closing of Austria's back door — true allies 
ccrperate and cover each other. Change sides, we are store than filling to give you 
a defeasible back door, "Hie Force" la only feared by our enemies. I await your 
letter. 

TURKEY, to ITALY i Adieu- X wish you well and hope to garea with you again some day — 
when you are not In such a hapless position. 

TUEK3Y to WORLD i PXaase reasmbar last ish w&s April Fool's ish and I'd have to be 
(as would you) if you believe the Lon bit In the press. 

TURKEY to WORLD i !Ihe aide enters the plush apartments* wherein His Kajesty the Sultan 
awaits hira. His stride 1b brisk and in his hands he holds several intelligence 
documents. "Your Majesty," he says as he prostrates himself, "I have the latest 
intelligent doeuaents." 

The Sultan, robust with youth, reaches out his hand and quickly scans the pages... 

* • . the lon is taken. . • 

• •.Austria, Our ally, has been successful In Roue,.. 

((QUASAR continues next page)) 
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QUASAR (continued) 

.♦.the French are beaeiged ty their own allies. 

• ..Germany Is terpt on a ahort leash... 
...RIGBL'a press Is down to a reasonable level... 

"Yes, yes v H the Sultan says, "now hare's ay newest orders* 
and papers he begins to write. 



He picks up q.ulll 



R I G E L 
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GEBMANS DEFEND AGAINST ANTICIPATED RUSSIAN RETALIATORY STRIKE f TURK FACES HAHEY 
SITUATION IN tftE AEGEAN; AUSTRIA MAKES HUBSIAH ARMY 00 CRUNCH* ITALY DBOLlffiS OTFSR 
OF GENEROUS FRENCH GIFT; GM HAS A BAIL READING ORDBRS AND PRESS IN ADVAHOB AND 
LAUGHING HIS FOOL HEAD OFF AT THE SUSPENSE AND AGONY OF HE PLAYERS! 

Winter 1905 
AUSTRIA! Remove A Boh 
FRANCEt Build F MAR 
GERMAN?! even 
ITALY! Remove A Apu 
RUSSIAt Build F STP(ne) 
TURKEY i even 
Spring 1906 

AUSTRIA (Knight) i A Tri-BUD (A VIS S), A Ser S A Trl-Bud (d| r Alb, Trl, 0TB) 
FRANCE (Hare) 1 A PIE- Yen. A BUR 3 ITALIAN F Lyo-Mar (KSO). F lon-ASG, F Mar-SPA(sc) r 

F Eng-MID, F Wes-TJ(R (F TUN S) 
GEHttNY (Heintsaaan)i F Den-BAL, A Lon-DEN (F OTH C, F SKA S), A Ber-PRU f A Kun-SIL, 

A Tyo-BOH, A VEtE-Anti . A TUB-BOM 
ITALY (Ellis) 1 F LYO-Tyr. A NAP-AgU 

RUSSIA (Klelman)! F StP(nc)-NWY, A Ukr-GAL (A WAR S), A Bud S A Bum-Sar (aim), 

A Rum- SER, F Kwy-SWE, A Swe-FlN, B 1 Ssv-RIM 
TURKEY (Be illy) 1 F Con-BUL( ec) , F Ank-COH, A GRE S RUSSIAN A Run-Ser, A Sky-AM, 

F Alb-ADR 

Game Notess Bib F/g/R draw did not pass. The F/H/x/g/a/T/E draw In the press war 
did not pass. The proposal to move RIGEL to another sins, preferably tba Diplomat , 
did not pass. Votes were as £ollows» Turkey -- no j Russia — noj France — NVR 
(- ao)j Italy — no. "like I said, everything should happen at least once In VD! H i 
Germany — noj Austria — no. Russia would like it publicised that this proposal was 
not submitted by the Russian. Dave KLeiman, the : publisher of The Diplomat , would 
like the CM and all to know that the RIGEL game would be refused a hone In The Diplomat . 

She, former English player is eligible to vote on (or make) proposals regarding 
the Press War. - ) ^ 

There is a proposal for an F/p draw. Please vote by next deadline. Also 
proposed Is that BRUT open six games at once, all like RIGEL. Please vote by next 
deadline on whether the person proposing this should be required to type up all the 
press for those gases. 

COAi Rich Reilly, 3067 Guetaf son Circle, Idaho Falls, ID 83*K)2. 
Pre sst 

RUSSIA to BRIKi Do you know what a **droog M is? ((Tup. Knight or Ellis, to Relllyi)) 
ELLIS to BRUXi Now that you don't teach any mors you don't care if deadlines fall 
right in the middle of finals week, do you? 

BRUX to ELUSi Veil, If you're foolish enough to give higher priority to your college 
education than to RIGEL, whose problem is that?! ((MGEL continues next page)) 
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HI GEL (continued) 
DATELINE BERLINi 

AH OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION FROM THS H1HSRIAL HICK QOHHAi© OF THK SECOND REUJH UHDER 
THE MOST BEWICISNT GUARDIANSHIP OF THE KAISER AND SHE KLQR PRIESTESS TIARA i 
To wit, at exaotly one second after the hour, 81OO p.m., Friday evening, German 
naval and military forces fc^an 'operations designed to secure greater German safety. 
In anticipation of hostile Tsarist reaction, the Kaiser and High Priestess Tiara wish 
to formally announce the termination of the non-aggression agreement between Germany 
and Russia and tfte comtaenceaent of the one season advance notice grace period 
heretofore agreed to batwesn the governments of Russia and Germany, previously and 
respectively, or vies oars a. 

In anticipation of Tsarist protestations that said German defensive military 
movement ; dejto»| fe> aecura^reaW German safety, Instead constitutes aggressive 
actios a^klaw ' the royal Raealaa govarnafeni am rudely violates prior compacts, the 
German i&pe;?ial government, ' under the nost benign rule of the Kaiser and the High 
Priestess Tiara, states the following facts* 

(A) The Baltic Saa "borders three (3) German states and Denmark a German 
protectorate — for a total of four (4) Germanic areas; elsewhere, It borders i 
wasteland (Livonia), i neutral country, Sweden (currently unjustly suffering under 
Russian domination), and only i area which could possibly be considered within the 
Russian sphere of influence 1 the Gulf of Bothnia, an open sewer polluted by Russian 
industries dotting its shoreline. 

(B) Similarly, tradition and history clearly illustrate that the Nordic spirit 
of the Germanic Yolk has embraced and is embraced by the peoples of Prussia, Silesia, 
and Bohemia. Prussia — home of the Hoheneollern, seat of Bismarck's greatest 
triumphs* Prussia is Germany, aid Germany is Prussia! Silesia — CermanieiBed in the 
13th Oeiitury, Frederick the Great gave welcome to and was welcomed by its inhabitants 
during the iT^s* Bohemia — another happy land blessed by a Germanic tradition. 
Historically within the domain of the Hapsburgs and the Holy Roman Empire, nevertheless 
a shared Ifordic heritage has resulted in an open invitation by the Kaiser's Austrian 
namesake and long lost too ther- in-arma for a clo&ar and mora meaningful German 
experience. With smiling faces, open aasss, and glad hearts the German Volk welcome 
their Austrian brothers and sisters. 

Unfortunately, the German government recognises f ull well that the heartening 
rejoining of the Nordic spirit In good fellowship will not be viewed with great 
pleasure by the Slavic devils. Thus, with much sadness and great regret, the German 
government announces that in direct response to anticipated Russian retaliatory 
strikes, a STATS OF WAR exists between Russia and Germany. Nevertheless, honorably 
honoring all previous agreements with the Tsarist dogs, a 1 season grace period shall 
be extended as understodd and perceived by the German government. 

THE BLACK JffOHBST ((via GBEWA8Y)}$ 

Vignette I ' 

A fortnight past* . . In the wee of a morn when a lonely bell tolled but three times, 
Rasputmann had felt the power surge within him. He sensed the ephemeral structure of 
his golden prison shimmer and flicker within its own reality. The black panther which 
guarded Ma also sensed the change and began to prowl about uneasily. A few moments 
passed by and then Rasputmann exerted his will. The golden chamber began to fads, 
and, exultantly, Rasputmann felt himself breaking free of his psychic bondage. In 
futile desperation the ebony beast leapt at him, one massive paw with claws of ramor- 
llke shanpness taking a swipe at the wizard dwarf's face. But even as the savage cat 
lunged, its form began to vaporise. Wraithlilia, the snarling panther slowly dissolved 
from sight, its eyes of burning blue glaring hatefully at the wlaard dwarf all the 
while It vanished. 



((RIGBL continue b next page)) 
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RIGSL (continued) 

Leagues away In the imperial castle, Tiara lay awake, her Blumfcer broken. Her 
inner spirit perceived the change "but she passively permitted the escape*. Her final 
struggle with the wizard gnome was not yet at hand. As she resumed her sleep, the 
image of the dwarf riding a winged steed came to mind. She softly chuckled to herself 
as the flying dwarf kept craning its head hack to repeatedly nip at its quite 
uncomfortable little rider*.. 

Vignette II 

High, high, even higher, the dragon sailed to the roof of the sky. It bellowed 
a laugh and scarlet flame splattered against the heavenly ceiling, rivulets 

of fire splaying forth in intlcrate, random patterns. She winged lizard began to 
spin about like a (top, faster and faster, its sleek fozsa twirled, suddenly 
arrowing down tarough the layers of atmosphere like a lightning bolt. Abruptly, 
careened to a halt, sanding a sonic boom bounding over the earth. The dragon, Ysssr 
by name, reveling in the reckless strength jf youth, wheezed merrily to itself in 
sheer enjoyment. Niiiz, the archaio Keeper of the Gate, squinted sourly at the 
youngster. 

"Continue as you do, young one, and you will break your long neck or rip your 
wings off your body, M he warned. 

Ysser snorted with laughter. "I am a Messenger and I have a Message for the 
Elders. AUow me entrance . " 

"Bah, fool," spoke the Keeper. But he allowed Ysssr passage. 

flow exercising proper decorum, Ysssr approached the Council of the Nine Elders, 
his swaying rhythm connoting respect and obeisance. 

"Greetings, My Elders,*' he whispered. 

The ancient ones stared at him. Finally, Qaaar, Protege of the High One, spoke. 
"What occurs in the realm of the humans?* 

Carefully, Ysssr related the duel between Easputmann, the wizard dwarf, and 
Tiara, the **rk enchantress. He spoke of Basputaann's eventual escape and his 
subsequent flight to the East. 

"To the East?" mused Qaaar. "Has he then fled to the Turks? Or to the Russians?" 

Ysssr exhaled heavily. M I do not know, Honored One. I followed him as he fled 
into the Carpathians. Tales tell that he has found refuge with the werefolk of 
Transylvania* but all is uncertain.** 

Qaaar rolled his eyes and puffed in thought. "Perhaps the little wizard seeks 
to sell his services to o there. 

"EflDUGHJ*' The harsh roar sent the wings of all fluttering. 

In dead silence, the immense grey scaly form of tfyyyx, the High One, arose. 
His wings spread out and towered over the entire assembly. Cold, ancient eyes 
stared unblinkingly at Qaaar, Ysssr, and the other Elders. 

"You prattle about these humans and their affairs as if they were of Importance," 
he whispered. 

"Most High 0r«," Ysssr began, ••we had arrangements with Basput..." 

"SILERCB!" Tnose ancient eyes glared at the young dragon. "Your impudence 
will earn you earthbound punishment yet, young one." 

Struck mute ^ the threat, Ys^r*s cJaws skittered nervously on the hard floor. 
Wyyyx's malicious gaze now seized hold of Qaaar. 

"You who would be my successor, " the harsh vo^ce sneered, "why do you bother 
with the human ilk?* 1 

Qaaar inhaled deeply. ■. "A proper alliance with those who are victorious could 
gain us full frssdoa of the skies once more.*' 

Wyyyx laughed and laughed awl lauded- 

"We have full freedom now;* 

((RIGEL continues next page)) 



KLWt (continued) 

The Elders c^efuJJ.y avoided one another's gaze. Was the High One mad? Dragon- 
hood was neatly ejrtlnci. v v 

Bravely, , Qaaar venturei a reply. "Hl&h One, do you not know that we are so remote 
from the life experience as to "be virtually creatures of mythology?" Qaaar*s long 
snout pointed * forward earnestly, '"Ihe proper aid with the proper agent — Hasputnann 
or Tiara — hs may again baoor.a creatures of substance," 

tfyyyx whipped his mok absut la darlsion. "Obtain substance, my friend, and we 
lose, not gain, out frsedoa." 

Skeptical, s^uinty eyes regarded him. 

Wyyyx snorted snofce. "Co you not understand, brothers, truly?" His, huge ions 
began to lift into ihar&ir* "X leave* you with this thought, Council. Obtain 
substance and we become priacmre of a:-©ftlity> of fixBd properties subject to natural 
law. But, resiain as we are now, creatures of imagination, why w© roaain free to be 
whatever ear; be conceive dl 'feat is true freedom, my friends." 

With the rush of a ternado, "tfyyyx departed the Council of Elds^B. Quickly, most 
of the Elders also lef t, lest their continued presence be construed as evidence of 
soma sort of conspiracy or plot. But Qaaar drew Ysssr aside. 

"Coma, m must confer," he hissed. "Our intervention in tha affairs of Rigelworld 
TQiLzAnB of the utmost jtaportaace." 

Issar grinned, showing long rows of shiny teeth. "I fully agree, n he lisped. . * 

Vignette III 

A friendly yellow sun had smiled away the morning slst, kSght dew glistened on 
the lush grass and blue^ays and robins chattered amiably to each other as they went 
about their daily concerns. The Kaiser stood on the balcony breathing in deeply the 
Kelcome fresh air of a bread new day. Re watched the birds flit and flutter about, 
listened to the pleasant drone of bussing bees, and felt the warm rays of the mellow 
sun caress his skin. He sensed the presence of Tiara at his side, and as she nestled 
lightly against him, he felt an laner glow of warmth and happiness spread through 
him. Since Hasputmann had escaped, and fled the Empire s things had never been better. 

"A lovely morning, is it not, Tiara?" he amiled. 

Her darlc eyes regarded him affectionately, although a certain sombernees within 
their depths warned him that his period of pleasurable rrefloction vrould be 

brief. 

"It Is certainly a fine beginning to the day," she murmured, 

For a few moments they continued to observe the palace grounds, enjoyi?^ nature 
at work and play. Ifren, Tiara turned to him and quietly iysfced? "Do you have regrets 
over the course you have now chosen?*' 

A shadow crossed over the Kaiser's face. "Yes, X do feel the loss of a valued 
ally," he slowly answered. "However, the tlir.a is now and a new experience awaits 
with a new friend." 

Tiara smiled gently, "How pleasantly philosophical you have become * " 

The Kaiser laughed. "That Is your influence, my dear.** 

She sail 3d gaily and simply shook her head In pock chagrin. 

"Veil," she said, "You must admit that once we purged Rasputnann's minions from 
their posts in the armed forces and the diplomatic corps, matter* seemed to have 
proceeded g,uite nicely. so. far. M 

"Yes," the Kaiser mused. "Things have begun to improve quite dramatically, so 
it would seem." He shuddered slightly, remembering the distasteful discoveries of 
the past few weeks. ^i&st horrid Heinteman creature and the host of scabies commanding 
my northern fleets! Mela Gott 2m Hlrnmel? And similar deaflwood in charge of Italian 
armies on the peninsulai independent, willful, uhpre^ictal3aj&, in Iftagu© vXtih their 

((KEGEL continues next page)) 
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RIGEL (continued) 

own devil, . • And all of this Rasputmann's work!" 

"Have you determined whether or not -the Italian Prime Minister is a zombie, or 
perhaps a clone?" Tiara asked* 

The Kaiser remained silent for a few moments. "No, that has yet to he determined," 
he finally replied* "Before his family disappeared, we did, of course, have the 
opportunity to question them. If -the Prime Minister is , of -the undead, well, he's 
done one hell of a job convincing his wife otherwise..." 

"Be that as it may," he said, "the die is cast* We must continue to protect 
ourselves now*" 

"Are you sure?" Tiara proted* 

"Are you sure?** he asked her, turning to stare into her eyes. 

Tiara held her gaze steady and replied in the affirmative. "Yes. my lord, all 

has been done as must be done, because Rasputmann indeed has defected to the Russian/ 
Turkish combine*" 

The Kaiser nodded his head abruptly. "Tfoen let us proceed..." 

GEHMAHY to GMi Yes, you are right about the use of "Nels"i I do not encourage that 
nickname, Also, my dear BRUX, both Klelman and Heintzman have their "e" and "1" in the 
proper place. Remember, those names are German, not English! In German, "ei H is 
pronounced a long 1, and the reverse, "ie", is pronounced as a long es hence, sleg 
hell (seeg Highl). Re illy? Veil, I don't know about Irish names... 
VIENNA i Serious note hers about RIGEL II, guys. I'd love to play another game with 
everyone here because we've had such a good time and have a group of good players 
together. I fear, however, any overt efforts to try to "recreate" the special qualities 
that make RIGEL what it is. Such attempts usually fall far short of the event 

they're trying to resurrect because they are different events at heart. I'd rather 
see us all enjoy RIGEL while it lasts — and if we want to make a go of another game 
to more or less keep in touch or to have fun within the context of that game for its 
own sake, then I'm all for it. 

VIENNA i Keep in mind, all you who forgot, that last VD was Black Press issue. We 
all know who really wrote all that "Sweeney" press, don't we? 
BRUX* Only his QH knows for sure! 

MOSCOWt This, my droogs, is in compliance with the demands of Re illy, the cat-napper. 

Rich Re illy, the Sultan of Turkey in the RIGEL game, Is a wonderful huaan being 
(even though he likes the Doors) and he deserves a fate much better than the one that 
the RIGEL has dealt him. In the past, I have insulted him. In the past, X have 
humiliated him. In the past, I have written much better press than he. In the past, 
I have lied to him. I live in a much batter state than he does. ((Choke..,)) I 
have a much more beautiflul wife than he does. I attended a great university (Ball 
State), and I studied a far superior subject than he. BUT DON'T THINK THAT HE'S A 
WORTHLESS HLKAN BEING THAT STEALS POOR, LITTLE DEFENSELESS KITTY-CATS WHEN HE FAILS 
MISERABLY IN ALL OTHER AREAS. He is really OK, and you should Ignore all the insults 
that I have given him — only 90# of them are true* You see. Rich never wanted to be 
a Turkey. He wanted to be a lumljsrjack. 

Secondly, I now swear that I will uphold all agreements submitted to me from this 
point on in the name of the RAT ajlliance. 

ONE MORE FOR THE ROAD IN VIENNA. \ It was late in the evening of April 15, and your 
humble narrator, loyal, screaming Doomie that he is, was reading through the latest 
parody of a Rich Re illy press release for the seventh time, to Insure the permanence 
in his memory of the fact that parodies don't eclipse the glory of the original, but 
rather enhance it. 

RUSSIA to CUPCAKE i OK, so I lied to you once. Why don't you lie to me, and we'll 
call it even? 

VIENNA to WORLDs In case no one else noticed, they've begun to publish press for the 
demo game in Diplomacy World . If we can just switch places with them, our fame is 
ensured forever? ((MrnmpSI And you think it isn't now?!)) 
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The solution to last month's puzzle 
is shown here. There were four errors j 
not three as stated elsewhere this ish. 
The errors are outlined in my reply to 
Kathy's letter. 

Scores given are number of letters 
left hlauk ^r filled in incorrectly! 
Mike Barao-i, Chuff Afflerbach-1, 
Jeff Noto-A, Steve Hutton-2, Greg 
Ellis-2, Steve Knight-2, Kathy Byrne -13. 
So Barno, Afflerbach, and Koto tie for 
first place. Flipping a coin asiong the 
three of th©a gives (editor pauses and 
flips a coin) Jeff No'to, for first 
prize of 5 f £0* issues. Flipping a 
coin Tae-tsseen tho other two gives (pauee) 
Chuff Afflerbach, for second prize of Z 
fzeebeea. Hill you settle for an 
honorable aaation, Mike? Thanx to all* 



The two items below are from the 
latest issue of North Sealth , West George . 
Thanks much to Terry Tallman for the kind 
words arid glowing praise . 
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I have .already written the Bruce stuff that you are going to get to 1n a little bit but as I sit here facing 
more and more white space I have to wonder. If he responds will 1t print the whole thing uncut or will he 
sanitize and revize as he did my comments on assessing. There 1s a giant difference in connotation. Or will 
he be get the 1dea-that I'm NOT looking for an answer/rather, an action. (I hear the little voices, 'Huh? An Action? 
Isn't this just. a chance for Bruce to climb back up on his cross and bleed a little more for his Doomies? 1 ) 

I put sanltlzlng'asskissing 1 up there with rewording a letter to make it read other than as written. Maybe so 
many of his readers have Innocent, unwarped minds that such wording will derail them? This will all make far more 
sense after the next page. 

But I'll admit that even there I have bitten my tongue to a great extent. 

In the latest Voice of Doom Bruce Linsey" proudly repeats the fact that I couldn't come up with something bad 
or disparaging about him. His quote of me was accurate but I was 1n fact waffling on the issue. 

Unlike the history of Voice of Doom-where Bruce has often (1n the past) published Items that should never have 
seen the light of day I have tried to keep my own feelings about the more objectionable and disruptive hobby 
members out of print. For one, unless I'm willing to go through and prove my case it's less than creditable to 
just sit down and call names. 

And secondly, I would have to betray several confidences to prove my case. 

And third, based on what I've seen floating around 1n other szines feuding isn't any fun unless your mood 1s to 
really get down and roll In the mud. 

Bruce also mentions that he started a novice game some time back and everything 1s hunky-dorry. Fine Bruce. 
I played under Bemie Oaklyn as a novice (I was 1n one other game-third move) and I consider his policies to be 
no less arbitrary than your own. Merely different. 

In both Le Front and Voice of Doom reason occasionally took/takes a holiday and the gm's personal point of velw 
takes over. This is -fine if the player goes 1n knowing the unusual 1s liable to be the norm. 

Playing under Bernie was a challenge because you were told by everyone up front what a mistake 1t was. And yet 
I never had any real problems there. The flip side is that I do know of some people that Bernie made major errors on 
that destroyed any chance of the game being regular. 

By the same token there are very few warnings about Bruce aside from the fact that he's a 'strict' gm. What's 
a strict gm? Does ne not accept late orders? Does he not call on deadline day? Does he take letters that were in- 
tended as private correspondence (protected by copyright law by the way-I'm still hoping to be involved with the 
hobby's first copyright lawsuit. I've discussed this with Dr. Pember, expert in Communications Law at the University 
of Washington and both Berch and Linsey could be 64»pp«4 from publishing another wprd 1f the parties Involved were 
willing to spend a few bucks on lawyers) and spread these letters all over the hobby? Does he expect one level of 
judgement when he attacks someone and another level when someone attacks him or those persons he 'likes'? 

While still waffling like crazy this gives a loose framework for why I would never send a subber or a player to 
Voice of Doom. And why I would be extremely hesitant to play there myself. 

For what it's worth I've had the flu for a week and a half and am not in a cheerful mood. Bruce sends the page 
from his szine that he mentions me on whenever he does, a courtesy I appreciate but not one that I always fol low- 
depends on the nature of the comment. 

But anyway. If the sun was shining and I had a cold beer in one hand and a hot wench in the other my attitude 
might be softened. But I doubt it. Voice of Doom suffers what I think of as the 'high subber number-immunity 
syndrome'. In short, 1f you have a hundred or so people getting your szine and aren't getting any letter bombs 
in the mail then you must be right. 

((One of publishing* s finest rewards is being appreciated. — BL) ) 
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Tbadytashlng aod Toadystaahing 

Toady s a mindless: ayoophaftt * one who mindly concurs with anything another says or 
does. First dsf ined W J0b*£Jliahaasfci end Bob Olaan in 19& . 

B aehlas i the act of tesxiflgr &tfn another'* Idea olftir'l^n '^f ettaofelng^tho Idea 
directly. This can talcs the f&ra of a^peraonal attack on the nroponent of an Idea, or 
a misrepresentation of thf &tea itself. First defined ^rJtorfc Berch in 1963. 

Stashing ! the act of iJaf ending an idea other than by supporting toe idea directly. 
Ihis usually takes the form of claiming that an fcfea la good because various other 
people agree with it. Ibis group of people is called a "stash* ~ thus the term 
"stashing". First defined by BHUX Linsey in 196^. 

That's the history of ti» root wordst involved la the concepts I aa about to define. 
When one stops to thlakabaai %% many argument* in poat^ center not around 

the merits or weaknesses of an idea, tout rather around the identity of the person who 
proposed it, or who supports or does; not support It* 

Consider first the aot of bashing. It»« common enough to read of someone tearing 
down an idea other than directly criticising that id*** no acre innocent than 
anyone else, of course. As an excellent example of this consider ay play "Boll Over 
BeethoveaCotf'i Was this "bashing"? Of course it was ~ rather than give logical 
reasons why I felt the diptax was a poor idea, I used a fictionalised event to mate 
both the proponent and his idea look ridiculous. Is there anything wrong with this? 
Not necessarily. In a sense all satire could be loosely defined, at least, as bashing. 
Bob Olson's recent portrayal of as as the Lou Gossett of Postal Diplomacy falls into 
this category too — and it's one of the funniest things I've ever read. 

But now we come to toadybashlng. a far more sinister type of anlaal. -Toad/bashing" 
aay be defined as the act of tearing down one's Idea by dismissing all of the proponent's 
supporters as toadies, thereby, isolating the proponent. This technique has been used 
moat extensively by John Boardaan of Grauatark la his attacks on fake sines and those 
who produce thea. In fact* the classic exaaple of toadybashlng was presented in VD 
in which Boaxdman accuses Jim Williams of being a hoax created by Gary Coughlan. why? 
Boardman had previously attacked Coughlan for his -acta of forgery" — the publication 
of fake Issues of TO and Retaliation. When Jia Williams wrote to Boardaan in defense 
of Coughlan, Boardaan was incapable of refuting Jim's argasenta, so his defense 
mechanism was simply to question the very existence of JA* Williams, and that, readers, 
is toady bashing carried to the extreme. 

Another instance of toadybashlng occurred reoenUy in the pages of Ed Wrobel's 
Poll tease . In trying to refute my ruling on the double orders he eubnitted for the 
NEPTUNE game two years ago (yep — tao years ago!), he glibly tells ae in print that 
"you chose the ombudsman" and that wis 63. poll respondents, a majority of whoa supported 
my ruling, were "your own people : This is indeed a vary effective way of demolishing 
my position, at least on its surface. She implication la that the ombudsman and some 
of the rest of ay readers axe mindless toadies who* cannot think for themselves} 
therefore their opinions are automatically Invalidated a* B»Uff In fact stands alone. 
But when examined* this strategy does two things simultaneously! it downgrades the 
people who concurred with ay position simply by refusing to recognize that they are 
capable of drawing their own conclusions independently, while at the same time relieving 
Ed of the necessity of formulating a logical argument for his position. (When was the 
last time anyone heard Bd Wrobel try to show logically that hold + support is not a 
double order? Uh huh. I thought so. With his command of the language, he would have 
no trouble formulating such an argument If one existed.) 

So much for bashing and toadybashlng. We will now examine the opposite conceptsi 

stashing and toadyatashlng. 

Stashing, remember, is the act of claiming that an idea Is good because other 
people support It. And, Just as I pleaded guilty to certain instances of bashing, so 



must I confess to having indulged^ln^s^sning. For instance, when I published a Hat 
of GMs who concurred withf.mflf -realise ;.lttJtoftcHrpbfl. JKffato, that was stashing, not 
arguing logically. ¥e 536 it £K$jta» HilBSV &lne In the hobby, no doubt. When 

Gary Coughlan publishes letters agreeing wi-^b. h^s 8l4e of i^lo fond .with Dick Martin, 
that Is stashing. When a (M'^dljpStf Jiia rfi^fl^ on^'-fine ^un4js #ml^, the ombudsman 
took his side, ttaft lis stasfting. : . ^:a^;'0;£ ii^fc' examples, 1fc;''jpr£dn or people who 
are being eits&W a^^r^ertf^i^fcute' to* *«aiisfe* of the one who is defending his 
position, Barttojfoqfl -7 wfrefo % opaTsftaejt with? te> good, eolid, logical argument* 
stashing is an e^ctlve wa^ ^f aWui^-ilt favt>r of a position. And in many cases, I 
might add, a |»r%Dtly valid*jimy as wejiwCsS* a <35 can show that tab other highly- 
respected GHs agree wiifc his ruling, then, tfefct becomes. a perfectly legitimate argument 
in his favor. 

But now we cope, to toadfflteehinfli : a Jfaar tutre^ sinister concept. ■ "Toadvstashlng" may 
be defined as^jthj^c^ ot y ^$^pf^JmiS^9iJficmAiAan through the Ofti^ of anonymous or even 
nonexistent defenders, there^.nakiz^, the, proponent appear less Isolated than he really 
Is, This techniq.ua has been employed time &nd time again by the editors of Whites tonia f 
to cite the classic example*, JEfeswiofftm did I hear Kathy -tell me, when I was feuding 
with her, that.a&Yo£; my friends were writing her privately and tearing me apart! 
The latest ffiipe#tonfe ^luQ&Bfl^e the concept gloriously, when John Caruso writes on 
page 1 that "Alot of £go&., m^t.conperned frlet^. :havs .been writing or calling, in the 
hope of calming ne\ana hopi^ tha&I J v;3*tt , t , -too upset at what Hod Walker had printed 
about me in E'refflZj.. ". Thore^lt 1# sgfrini the use of .unnamed defenders all supporting 
John's position against '$o&*4b^by^ appear that most Of the hobby backs 

John and disagrees, totally wltfe^fiod. -j, Now, don't get me wrong. I can't and don't 
deny that these suppor^ra^es&s^- Q§ oouree they do, though the rording (and my 
own knowledge of people' g ge^ral; uuwlllliigness to take sides in a feu5 in all but 
the most extrome cases) leaves rme' ^i^dous; as to :thelr exact number. Moreover, X will 
go on the record right now a$ saying personally do not back Bod 10($ in his 

dispute with John. There ha^e- been valid points raised by both sides. But that's 
beside the point. %e poInt;le t: t^t John is using the strategy of. toadystashing as a 
substitute for arguing his case logically. X would such Trofer, at least, to see him 
rise to idle level of out-and-put «tashl^gi came tha people and print their letters, 
or if their letter*, are not 'for jsAnv then don't mention #ieJx existence to begin with. 

Another Instance of toadyst&$4n& ocourred .in ta© li v^st issue of Polite see . I've 
already quoted the paaaaga on page- ; ^ Of this ieauQ! ; lt*s the comment by Ed tliat some 
anonymous but well-respected dlpdoaite called my decision tassinine* , 1 and that one of 
the ais who concurred with |he wiy^ wrote td a± "to disavow affiliation with Bruce 's 
views. ** Veil, who .are the people ^pyolved? ^fid ref iffiies to naae them, presumably 
because I'm all of a sudden going to juan^bwn their, throats for committing the cardinal 
sin of disagreeing with me. I fully believe that these people exists and what's more 
I have a very good idea of who the plyin question islght be. If I had to guess, I'd 
even venture that both of the unna^d parses nre good friends of mine, and would 
remain so even if I were to , diso&vs^r j&elr iajentastles.. But that's not the point. The 
point is that Ed Wrobel is using anonyiaoufl s upporters as a substitute for a good 
logical argument to advocate his side of the Inane. And brother, let me tell you how 
easy it is to say anything you want about someone if you can remain anonymous. You 
can, if you like, resort to name-calling, half-tothfi, lies, or whatever you wantf and 
who can defend himself from that 1£< toe publisher is willing to provide you with the 
shield of anonymity? So Ed's action is toadystashlng carried to Its extreme. Would I 
be far off base If I were to suggest that a fairer course of action would be for Ed to 
name the people involved] or (if they don't want their names used, as appears to be 
the case with the writer who told Ed "don't print this") to omit the references to 
their letters entirely? 

As a side note, I have no objections to printing anonymous letters myself. There 
are two of them in this issue, in fact. Bat read those letters and decide for 
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yourself whether the writer was using his anonymity as a shield for the act of toady 
stashing, or whether he had a legitimate reason for remaining anonymous. 

That about wraps this up. We now have clear definitions of 1fee terms "toady- 
hashing" and "toadyatashing" , and can hopefully recognise these tactics if and when 
they recur. And I know I'm right. You see, X have all these letters from well- 
respected dipdomltes who agree with me.,. 



Fzo»mSlM£#l6... ' How to Lose a Gaas 



by Bandolph Smyth 



Amid a multitude of "How to Win* articles, it was not difficult to settle on a 
unique mad informative subject for this one. A "loss* here is defined as elimination! 
it is dear -that simple WRs will Just not do, as the G9t will in most cases simply 
remove you from the game, and the opportunity to lose then devolves on your replacement. 

A truly spectacular loss, with six other players all allied tilth you and destroying 
you anyway* is a far more difficult goal than a "win"! there is the advantage that 
few* if any. of your opponents will fight tooth and nail to stop you. A smooth 
operation can be executed without their knowledge of your plan, before, during, and 
after the event! 

Why lose? One may well ask, why win? Some would answer, "Because the rules say 
that's the Oojeat of the Game." Sure, but that's part of the beauty of the techniques 
you can cheat by breaking the most important rule, and get away with it! What fun! 
Besides, wins are a dime a dozen, while a beautifully orchestrated loss can make you 
famous almost overnight. 

Those high on the rating lists have additional incentive to lose. Imagines at 
the beginning of every game, six opponents thinking, "Gee, he*s too good for us ~- 
we've got to gang up on him.** If this majority view is correct, the superior player 
will hold out for a deoaofc or so, particularly when playing Austria with so many 
neighbours available for attack, but eventually even the most incompetent opposition 
will put him out of the game. Does he want to go through this time after time? No! — 
far better to bomb put so spectacularly in a single game that no opponent can take hie 
ability seriously thereafter, whatever his rating. 

Theoretically, all powers can lose by 1902 with little trouble. France and Austria 
((and Geaaany)) ass especially fortunate, being capable of a 1901 elimination If the 
other powers cooperate fully* While impressive, the maneuvers required for these "quick 
kills" are obvious to the point of vulgarity, and require perfect timing and complete 
cooperation from the other powers. 

Total annihilation of units is an interesting method of losing — masterful technique 
will leave some foreign centers still in your hands, which then revert to pseudo-neutral 
status. Pending thair capture by the surviving p&yere, they are a constant reminder 
of your farmlghted sacrifices. 

the most technically difficult, and at the ease time the most memorable losing 
method, is thft"bat*" or backward (reverse) stab. It may take several years to set up a 
position where allies border on all your centers, but results can be well worth the 
effort. Arrange fox each of them to take some of your centers, while you take others 
elsewhere in the Interests of maintaining a "balance of power* among allies, then, 
double-cross them mil by taking nothing — an astonishing one-season elimination of a 
ten-center' power is muse to go dowtf ' innistory « 

If your letter*wrlting capacity is limited, consider the simplest method of all, 
which has been put in pxmcAioe many times with great success. Sever respond to a 
friendly overture, attack exexyone, write abusive press, and 1MB just often enough to 
stay in the game. As soon M^ur neighbours recover from surpriee, they will in most 
cases be quite efficient abotit helping you achieve your ends. 

Variations axe endless i~ each player must experimmnt to find his favorite style. 
It is hoped that this broad 1 outline will furnish a springboard for the more sophisti- 
cated treatises so neoeemary for the full elucidation of this pressing subject* 

((Randolph Smyth's articles about Diplomacy are truly the best there are! — BL)) 
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The Gossip Gpluain 

From Ig Lewi 

i remember a trivia contest in DD* reading it i scribbled down the answers i 
knew and looked up one or two easy ones* figuring i didn't have the time to look up 
enough answers to get a good score, i didn't mail my entry, a few months later my 
scribbled entry popped up and i looked at the results only to discover that i would 
have won. when the quote contest first came out i was convinced that there 'd be a 
half doaen 100^ entries, so my research would be wasted time because I'd still only 
have about 90. now it looks like history might repeat itself if 1 don't get off ray 
butt & type up my fifty-some plus educated guesses. 

well well i see you can fill a ?0*page issue without me, but by golly you can't 
fill a 72-pager without me* , I've been writing at my usual pace but nothing seeae to 
get toytfae mailbox, hopefully* i intend to type tbrttf-'up (they»r% hopel^sflj^ sfcribbiy), 
deleting 'the redundant, obsolete, and particularly boring parts; and hopefully, i 
expect the result will be somewhat coherent, maybe in p. week or two? 

my opinion of your HRs is that they are mostly unnecessary (and as such, even 
"silly") but they certainly don't hurt anything, in ray idea of a fine game the 
player has only a vague idea of how the gm will run things but signs up anyway * the gm 
has a pretty good idea of what he intends to do, but basn't thought out everything, 
if the player later becomes interested in how a situation will be ruled, he can ask 
the gm, and the gm will tell him. If something comes up the gm hadn't considered, he 
considers it at that time, and his ruling won't be too unusual (in ray idea of a fine 
game) though It might take the player by surprise or even hurt his position a bit* 
but the player doesn't mind too much and is good-natured about it. 1 can (and have) 
played a game like this under a gm like dick martini but i can just as easily play a 
game like this in YD. 1 don't need to heed brux's warning and read the hrs first, 
and when i wonder aDout something, 1 can look it up (which i might point out is not 
easier than asking the gm) or i can not look it up and let brux surprise me. so i 
don't see how it can be maintained that strict gming doesn't suit unstrict -player^. 

certainly the most ridiculous notion held by your he ciders is that your houserules 
are somehow responsible for the crimes of your gming. you can correct me if i'm wrong, 
but i got the impression that if you were to abolish your houserules, you'd continue 
to run your games the exact same damn way. with your HRs you are just arinotfaeliig j your 
intentions beforehand. r ,' 

you'll find it interesting that i^ve yet; to read any/rigel ptrefl* ' 
slnoe luna). 1 dread that i'll probably have to to pick u$ 5 ot 6 quotes^' 1 

isn't there any besides me who thinks the hobby is already big enough*: or maybe 
even too big? limiting growth seems to be the most popular argument against; hobby 
"anarchy" (a term which dissolves, at any attempt to define it). 

i suppose we could make a case for SPI, or whichever, being bet^ if , 

we consider games originally designed by AH. as jL recall* that wouXfl fti^teTi^' 
diplomacy, kingmaker, rail baron, titan, source of the nile and pro batiy more.. . 

when 1 heard it, it was "why did the giraffe stand on its head?" ( (,ta. trip the ■ 
birds) this came from the same book which had "what's grey?** "a m^li^i ppnptSM* 1 lihich 
seemed funny at the time anyway. : f , " t ,; ■> ■'. 

1 think mr berch's peace of mind argument about the qmbudding ^ueefclon paj*Hel** 
the similar argument in the season separation question, without atsttrwio* player 
can request separate seasons and still have to write multiple conditional order* o* 
conditional negotiation, the avoidance of which was his porpose in requeErtioii separation. 

i heard someone say today that when referring to geese tlwre ia a special wor - 
for a ma£a goose (gander) whilst a female goose is just a female gQOjpef that is, 
"gander 1 * means male goose and "goose" means female goose oa: goose of either ,mxt*vaA 
somehow this discriminated against the female members of the flpeclee, presumably 
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because they were denied their own separate name* this reminded me that the word 
"man* 1 used correctly) refers to aen of either species ox to only Bale men, while 
"woman" refers to female men. this too is considered discriminatory toward the 
females of the species, this time because they aren't being represented in the word 
which refers to both sexes* i'm not quite sure i understand this, but i never believed 
the notion of language being discriminatory against anybody anyway* 

i believe the rumors that high school students are ignorant of writing skills 
(1 may ignore them sometimes but I'm. not ignorant of them), i have the dubious 
privlege of typesetting (yes, 1 am a typist by trade i you'd have never guessed) two 
of the local high school newspapers and 1 correct gross errors of punctuation and 
spelling without blinking an eye, and I'd like to expunge the multitudinous extraneous 
words like "anyway" „ "besides**, H f^a?thermdre w , ''speaking of which", "anyhow" and 
others, which the kidc seem to think no sentence should, be without, as well as the 
quotation marks which litter the pages and have no discernahle purpose (not even a 
misguided one)} but alas, my employer doesn't give me that liberty, sometimes 1 wonder 
if the teacher even reads the papers, 

i haven't seen any genuinely humorous bloopars, but some are sort of cute, the 
latest issue included a stent ion of; some small tovm In Washington state with the note 
that it's "pronounced Just like it sounds". 

i think reagan has done some silly things, but my current thoughts on politics 
are that my knowledge of politics probably puis me around the 75th percentile in 
tho nation, but that isn't nearly enough to have an Intelligent opinion about who 
makes a better president. I've hardly been following the democratic presidential 
primary — I've read a few newsweefcs uhlch were lying around and it reminded me of 
the raiders vs. the redskins, somebody told me mondale is moderate in foreign policy 
and liberal in domestic policy, while hart is liberal in foreign policy and moderate 
in doemstic. if i understand those words, i favor hart, but not enough to do anything 
about it (like vote). 

1 ho neatly don't know what "prayer in school" is about, are they debating whether 
to set aside time for praying (like they do the pledge of allegiance) or are they 
debating whether anyone is allowed to pray in school at all? it seems pretty silly 
to me to say that praying is banned altogether in a school* i can't see how it hurts 
if some kid prays quietly during lunch or between classes, or even in class if he 
isn't supposed to be doing something else and he doesn't bother anyone* 

f tri-alb Is 2nd most common spOi move? I'd have guessed f stp-bot. what 
about 4th? a ber-kie? a rom-van? 

1 still think the houserules shouldn't have won. let's pretend that in winter 
1907 1 own 17 dots, not including edi. in sp08 all units are ordered to hold except 
my fleet in Clyde which i move to edi. in fall 08 the other units are again ordered 
to hold and 1 order f edi-syria. does the rulehook win for saying that an illegally 
ordered unit must hold? what if i had ordered f edi- nor? what if 1 ordered f edi- 
nth and the russlan player ordered f nwy-nth? does he win for bouncing me? or 
what if 1 add t Ion s f edi- nth and franco orders f eng-lon, does franco win for 
cutting my support? or do 1 win $very ftf game at my house because 1 own the board 
and therefore control 18 dots? or does the ruleoook win every game by stating that 
controlling 18 dots constitutes a win? or what ^f.*« 

in your monopoly game, 1 think you are wrong in stating that brad did not have 
the right to be pissed; but otherwise i agree* (although 1 don't see why you're 
upset about him conceding. ) ■ 

at one point in our saga of titan-playing, 1 knew which stack had doug's titan 
and generally had a pretty good ijtea of what was where* being a clever boy he picked 
up one of my stacks and looked at It saying "oops, i bumped your stack, i guess you 
get to look at one of mine" and was prepared to do the same to the other stacks 
except that 1 quickly saw where it was headed, i don't think we ever finished that 
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game but now wo see there's little point in playing if m don't agree not to do 
things like that. 

at another point in the saga* '.we would start nearly every game with one of us 
saying "i concede, you wini but Xa!t*s play it out and see whose titan would have been 
killed first." 

I'd have only got 8 on dipspajces so i needn't berate myself for not entering, i 
went and said bulgaria on #2 tsk tsk. i didn't even try #9, and indeed i thought you 
Here bluffing* come on* a position which can't occur in spring . 1920 but can in 
fall 1920? also, i migfct point otit that this order is not illegal (or is it) f alb 
supports semen a tyo (which just came from bohemia) to trleste. see what 1 mean? 

oops. xiov i seo that history will repeat itself as the deadline is the 11th & 
not the 13th as i had thotgght. (caxt you'll tell me the deadline for ay taxes isn't 
the 25th...} sigh, and l^edjuld j**at taste those 15 free issues, well, I'll send this 
along acd you can tell too i£ i would have »on... 

((yfi-^i you vTc-uld have, sieve langlay's winning entry had £ score of 73? yours 
had ?4. them's the breaks. 

your letters fcay be weird, but they're among the clevarest things i receive here 
at YD. I'm looking forward to your other mass of letters, which Kill be printed 
farther along if It gets here in time. 

your argument about : s legal order for a fleet which mentions bohemla sounds just 
like mark berch*S arguments for allowing mislabeled units, 

you have the correct Impassion regarding the role of my houserules. indeed, I 
have been trying to impress upon Certain people for years that they don't dictate 
the action Ift VPr they merely reflect the rulings I would make anyway. 

i disagree with you when you say that the hobby ought not to grow. I think it 
is too small, and one of the primary reasons for this opinion iru that there are 
still many pairs of people who must dkal with one another (dva to both of them holding 
prominent roles in the hobby) yet cannot stand the mention of each other's names, i 
won't be satisfied with the hobby* s size until it has grown big enough that nobody 
has to deal with anybody (in other words, never). 

you make a very good point in your discussion of geese, women, and the supposed 
discrimination found in the English language, in addition, that paragraph is - one 
of the most hilarious things i've read in a long time. 

actually, you understate the Cass when you say that high school students are 
ignorant of writing skills, until i became a teacher, I never would have believed 
the number of Illiterate or semi-literate high school students, most of whom will 
graduate just the same s since teaehsrs have this . insane desire to keep their jobs, 
i saw some really sad cases when 1 taught, you and i aad most other doomles were 
not exposed to this when we ourselves were high school students, since we were in the 
advanced tracks, but even tha" average" students frequently have trouble writing a 
grammatical sentence, it's sad; it really Is. 

one of the reasons i am oppose^ to prayer in school Is that it's either unfair, 
or a waste of time* that is, if there is a god and It listens and responds to kids' 
prayers, then those kids have an unfair advantage over the others when it comes to 
such things as tests i whereas If there isn't a god (or If It doesn't respond to such 
prayers) then the whole exercise of praying is a waste of time anyway (which In my 
opinion Is very probably the case), plus, 1 am in full agreement with the more 
conventional arguments against the practice, like the possibility of kids being 
harrassed because of how they want to pray (or not pray). 

i wasn't upset about brad conceding the monopoly game; I was upset that he let 
it ruin his evening, and therefore mine, hey, why are we whispering like this? 

my idea of a fine game Is just a little bit different from yours, in my Idea of 
a fine game all seven players and the gm do nothing but eat, sleep and play the 
game; any other activity detracts from the optimization of the players' negotiating 
effectiveness and therefore destroys the game.)) 
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From Steve Langley (4/18/8^) 



Dear Bruce, A , . 

I very belatedly got around to reading TO #93 today* I usually get an hour or 
two a day for Dip at nork, but lately work has cut significantly into Dip. Be that 
as it may, I did finally read VD #93. 

I agree with your position on letters, X dislike to see excerpting done. 
Sometimes, I write in unconnected chunks, but occasionally I develop a theme through- 
out a letter. Such was the ease in;a letter to Anduin that Brio split into three 
parts and presented as excerpts on three topics* The excerpts ware out of order of 
presentation, and the theme I'd attempted to develop was loft on the cutting room 
floor. As to where you can send your letters, you mentioned a few places that you 
can't send them — but what of Hoe gjslay Spaceport? John still seems to print letters, 
uncut, and his subsiae isn't yet defunct ( I hope). Wo* "that Matter, you have TO as a 
great plafform. I see no impropriety In voicing your views in your sine, especially 
if you can't get a letter printed in another sine. In fairness to your readers, I'd 
think you'd want to give them full references to the material (perhaps to the point 
of quoting it in full) that you are answering. There is nothing more confusing or 
misleading than one side of a conversation. 

Speaking of confusion — I didn't defend Beery so much as attack your play 
(referring to your response to James tfoodson). Kidding Larry about being the taxraan 
is well within bounds. My complaint was that several-teen pages of Beatles satire was 
just too tedious to read. I've since forced myself to read it (I got a complaint 
from a Peary supposte*> who thought you went too far and wanted some agreement, I 
suppose) and ay initial judgement stands — it was a cuts idea but it was several 
times too long for what it was. 

Have you heard of Alarums and Excursions? That was (and may still be) a weekly 
sine put out by the dungeons and Dragons contingency of the Los Angeles Science Fiction 
Society. It was available to anyone who contributed a page or more and typically ran 
over 100 pages. I know it went through issue #42 (of which I wrote a few pages) and 
so, suspect it well exceeded 2000 pages. Of course, it is another game, and another 
hobby than Diplomacy, and so probably doesn't count. What of Graustark? It's been 
around for 20 years. 100 pages a year doesn't sound too unlikely, but I must admit I 
don't know what size is typical for Graustark . Certainly, TO is the largest collection 
of pages of any living eine, excepting possibly Graustark, and promises to outstrip 
all others in months (years. . .decades?) to come. At a rougfr estimate, you are averaging 
50 pages a month. Page 3000 Isn't all that far away. 

Whether or not the hobby will grow or stagnate is moot. We are still a loosely 
connected group of individuals. Some of us are linked, via sines that we read, with 
others i who are linked via zincs they read with still others, that may or may not 
share still other sines with us, again. We come and we go as the : river rolls on. 
We can't be*'organized" because there is no way to keep us from doing our own thing 
outside any -organisation". This may be stagnation. It may be healthy. The adjectives 
don't really affeot anything, Dipdoa has pretty much defined Itself. Perhaps an 
"organisation" could bring lots sore people Into the body of dipdoa. Perhaps not. 
It doesn't really matter because the case really can't be tested. Arguments about 
it are fun but not as relevant as discussions of houserules. 

Dipdoa will change and grow as the people in it and the framework changes. The 
E-mail situation is a case in point. E-mail is quite new, and it will grow to a 
point where it will cease to be a splinter and start to be a hobby untu itself. It 
doesn't natter whether we, as dippers, approve of E-mail or not. It exists i 
its availability will grow. It may (potentially it will) become a larger segment 
of dipdoa than the postal hobby. Someday, there may be a movement to deny Boardman 
Numbers to non-E-mail gases because they are different enough from the "standard* 
as to be Irregular. And, none of it really matters, because the people involved are 



22 

now (and still will be) Individuals who will do juat as they please. 

I wonder what we can learn about one another via the answer to the questions 
"Have you ever seen a bullfight? Would you want to? Why? Why not?" But, I never 
have, other than as staged in movies. I would not go out of my way to see one, 
neither would I go out of my way!.to:avoid one} bs cause X believe in taking life as it 
comes without prejudging itj not applicable . 

Perhaps I gave myself away there* I find myself In full agreement with your stand 
on ombudsmen in regards to yourself. At the same time, X will refer any problem that 
might arise in my games to :an ombudsman, should a player so request. The near 
contradiction. might be explained in my answer to the bullfight question. For the 
most part, X have full confidence in the people ©!ing games I play. Some of them make 
more adjudication errors .than I like>and X would lie if I said I plan to play 
with them again, I have yet to f*need" au ombudsman and doubt that I ever will. 'Itien 
again. I may run into a Qt^&io xtffuee* to allow A Mun-Kie some day* for whatever 
reason, and I wlXL pTObably; T go to a higher court should he refuse to change his mind 
or justify to nay satisfaction idiy A Mun-Kie is not an acceptable order. (Do you get 
the impression I*m Just blathering on? I do!) 

{(I don't — your comments are extremely well done and serve to illustrate why 
some GMa axe better off with a policy of guaranteed arbitration In a dispute. 

Well, I was only being scffli-serloxis when X aslced who would give me a place to 
send mj; letters. Andujjtt in fact r.eeemed to be reverting to the old policy of printing 
letters in their entirety last issue* but you're right I have my own forum in VP , 
and X use it, ahem. Quite extensively. 

So 9 the play was too long, eh? Okay... 

I haven 1 1 heard of A and E — Dungeons and Dragons is not my bag. Actually, 
though, VD I believe raScs. third aaong active publications In page count — Graustark 
is of course well ahead of me, and I believe Greatest Hits probably is as well. 

Your remarks about E-mail are very foreeightful. As you say, none of this hoopla 
about irregularity really natters, bo cause people will play the games they ^rant to 
play. 

Ho, I've never seen a bullfi^it. Somehow the idea of being a spectator to a 
sacvags murder holds no attraction for me. Alas, my feeling on the ma tier is far 
from universal.)) 

From (4/i0M): 

(anonymous)^ 
Dear Bruce* 

I was planning to write you some time ago, but it seemed like X never had the 
time or X always forgot to do it. 

X am a new member of postal Diplomacy since this winter. Ronald Brown sent you 
my name and In return you sent me Supernova , which X received In December. 

First, X must tell you X read and re-read Supernova with great interest, and X 
have to give you the proper credit' for It. Xt Is very well done and very helpftG. for 
beginners. The articles X liked the moat were "Gloom and Doom* 1 by Randolph Smyth, 
"Game End Philosophies" by Francois Cuarrier, and "Life After the Knife" by yourself. 

One thing which X found surprising was the agressivity in the game-end statements — 
I guess a lot of people are taking some games too seriously, and probably can't step 
on their pride when losing* 

• •.Also, there are some details which aren't quite clear for me, and X was wonder-" 
ing if you could provide ma with some explanation. 

1. OtB rulet As X understand it, a player can retreat off -the board* whenever 
he has to retreat* tihat is the reason for this, and the advantages? And can two or 
more units retreat OTB without standoff? How can the unit come back? 
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2. Draw and concession votei Who proposes a draw or a concession? What is a 
concession? Why a draw or a concession? 

finally, X was wondering if you pav if Bob Alnrecht Is OK. I'm a subscriber to 
bis sine (Battle Stations) and ths last I received was #6 (January). Is it common 
to have that kind of delay? I was planning to writs him, but I thought if he answers 
me f he can send ths cine... 

fiat's it for the question period. 3fcanks again for the nice packet, and congratula- 
tions to you and all the contributors. 

((Sure, glad to help you get started. I'm printing your letter because you ask 
sevoral questions of general interest, and several of my newer readers may benefit 
from reading the answers. 

One end-game statements you read in Supernova were from 1979E, which featured a 
rather bisarre set of players. For 6om»eots a bit sore typical, see ths H3GA5US 
end-game statements in Voice of Doom #9**-, which you now have* 

OK, your other questions! any time a unit must retreat, the player is permitted 
to retreat it off the board. Ihis is Just the way the game was designed. When a 
unit has no available retreat spaces on the board, it must then retreat off -the board, 
and in this case Is said to be annihilated. But dislodged units always have the 
option of retreating off the board, and there is no standoff if two or more of them 
are ordered to do so. 

There is an advantage to doing thist when the winter (build and removal) season 
comes, the nuabar of units on the board must be adjusted to equal ths player's supply 
center count. By retreating a unit off the board, the player has one less unit on 
the board and may therefore get a build he would not have received otherwise. As an 
example, suppose you are playing France, and England suddenly stabs you in a fall turn. 
Desperate, you wonder how you are going to defend yourself with no builds coming this 
turn. But wait — your Fleet Naples has been dislodged — retreat it off the board 
and build Fleet Bcest. • • you get the Idea. The strategy can be used as a fast way 
of getting units to the home front if they are suddenly needed. In fact, occasionally 
a player who really needs a build will ask his ally to dislodge one of his pieces 
Just so ha can do this. 

Any player in the game may propose a draw or a concession. A concession to a 
player means that all the other players agree that that person is the winaer. Maybe 
Germany is at 16 centers, and the players can see that he will get to 18 in a game* 
year or two anyway, and they don't feel like playing It out* Ihey could then vote a 
concession to Germany, and the game ends in a German win. 

A draw, or as so&e players like to call it, "shared win", means that the game 
ends in "victory" for two or more players, who share the glory equally. Usually 
this comes about because the players have decided that most of the action is over, 
and it is clear which countries have played a successful game, or which ones will go 
on to wipe out the others if the game continues* Most postal games end in draws. 

In order for a game to end in a draw or a cones salon, the vote among players still 
in the game must be unanimous. If there is one player who votes "no", the game must 
continue. Occasionally, though, a $6aw comes about because a stalemate line has formed. 
This means t*»t (generally) ttie players are divided; into two mWeakable aSiances, 
and each a lli a nce has gained a position which (given ths right support orders) cannot 
be broken by the other. Since no power has a chance of progressing any further in 
such a situation (barring a stab or-a misordey by oji» of *he players), many CKs will 
declare a draw among all surviving powers if the stalemate remains unbroken for, say, 
three game years, this doesn't happen very often. 

I know Utile about Bob Alfcrecht, but I have heard second-hand reports -that his 
sine is not noted for reliability, Ijong publishing delays are all too common among 
the less reliable members of the publishing community! those listed in Supernova 
generally have good track records, though. Hope I've answered year questions well 
enough. Let me know if you have any mors, and good luck!)) 
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From Ed Wrobelt 
Bruce- 

Several of the articles in the March 20 YD ((#£3)) interested as* "Playing to 
Win" speaks to a common malady among ganestera — but it is not the illness you name. 
I'm sure Brad has no objection to a winning strategy, per? sqj his real objection is 
that your strategy was effective* The 3.ssu3 Is net that one should play to win, but 
that one must also know how to lose. Had Brad had a bit more foresight, h© might have 
planned for a time further along in the game tshen you or Jane led. As Rod Walker 
pointed out in a recent Brewhon, this has been a difficult lesson for me to learn. As 
a 2io vice player I felt tricked because I failed to realize that the (24 was also an 
opponent, Ihen. when the GM defeated me (and X was up against one of the most notorious 
"win-only" Qis In all of Dipdoa), I put ay money back in the tray and went home. Now, 
was that right? It was my own fault that I limited ay consideration to 6 other players. 
It's the same with Brad* Stopping the leader was outside his conception of the game. 
This seems ridiculous to regular players of miatlpartieipational simulations, probably 
as ridiculous as my naive appsreaeh to Diplomacy seems to Eon Brom, but it's simply a 
matter of separate and differing realities. 

Berch 'a "Not Ombudsman" article was very amusing. That man Is a bundle of 
contradictions. I'll bet there really are two Berches, like two Ron Browns, but 
they both live in Alexandria so it doesn't do any good to writ© Hark (Virginia) Berch. 
Let's not say "Karkie" either because his enemies overuse that* How about a simple 
Dr. Bsrch Je&yll and I-lr* Berch Hyde? 

I will have more to say about your "Not Feuding" article In a different forum. 
Why should I sell VDs when I can sell Politosse? 

Tho principles in "Gaining an Ally" are rather straightforward but it's nice to 
ha refreshed on them. If I ever get Into a game with a doom&e, 1*11 know what to 
watch for, though! 

Why bemoan the scarcity of letter columns sans editors? You have an opportunity 
to corner the market ou non-editing S (As well as non-controversy.) But, of course, 
you are disguising your true purpose aa always, you clever devil. 

Well, if I am to become a feudist of BRUXian proportions, I must purchase a few 

of your controversial back Issues. Order and cheek enclosed. v " . 

Your foe, 

Bd 

((Alas, most of the back Issues you wanted had been snatched up by the eager hands 
of Halson Heintzaan and Joan Extrom by the time your check arrived. 

Tou are correct, of course, to point out that the GM may be thought of as an 
"opponent* 1 In a postal Diplomacy game. For example, it is the Qi (and not one of the 
other players) who will throw out your orders when you miswrlte them. Similarly, 
the referee In a football game may - be thought of as an "opponent" <*f the players when 
he throws his penalty flag. In both Instances, It 1c the act of a "neutral" party — 
the GM or the referee ^ which has damaged the player's position ty enforcing the rules. 
Some people view themselves as having been defeated by the GM (or referee) in such a 
situation. Others call it beating; themselves. The distinction is purely a matter of 
semantics, and the choice of terminology correlates very highly with "the quality we 
know as "sportsmanship" • > ! . 

Yes, Virginia, there really is a Mark Berch! I think there must be two of him 
too. How could one person have all the energy that he has? 

I am amused to hear that you would never stoop to the duplicity sometimes required 
in the process of gaining an ally. Come back and tell me that after you've played in 
a game where your ally has missed a couple of moves, and as a result your alliance Is 
about to be defeated, and one of your opponents writes you with a good counterproposal 
to the crummy alliance you have now.)) 
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From Don Del Grands (4/20/8*0 



Hey BRUJCi 4. . ' ' " 

No doubt about it this time — YOU are In SERIOUS trouble — incredible PAIN and 
AGONY aren't enough punishment for this one — it's time for the SUHSME penalty — 
what do you mean, "What did I do?" Well, X didn't do anything. YOU, on the other 
hand, had the NERVE and unmitigatlng GALL to interrupt ay call to Caruso* Wiat was 
the big "emergency 1 *? Or was this yet another of your famous ho&xes -* and why isn't 
it on your list? That does it — let's hope the other 98 million, 999 yillion, 
999xtUion, 999©teateraillion l 999 loyal sereaaing Doomiea are sitting down, «, .it's 
bigger than your entering a gunboat game in Cathy's RamhHnge (whioh adds ADDITIONAL 
punishment since she blamed me for not having that game filled the month beforehand — 
MEANWHILE, I've got an opening waiting fox two player* and- you don't even bother to 
sub...).. .it's bigger even than mir Joining a regular OTp game (first one in three 
years, I night add). . .hore comes the news,.. 

X am cosing out east f or HaryCon this June — will you play it safe and think up 
some excuse for not showing up, or do you consider this letter a bunch of bluff 
(well, the bit about PAIN and AGONY probably is, but I am going to HaryCon) and will 
you humor — er, HOHOR, that's the word — us with your presence? 

Almost forgot the ADDITIONAL punishment.. .I'm not quite sure yet. but the DIP VARZ 
readers out there might he looking out for the Diplomacy Etaperor, TS'B Alex I The 
Voice of Dim er, DCOK ~- to have a new partner fighting alongside such blackhata 
as Lord Sacks Fifthavenue and the ever-popular fawn Boring trying to beat Bod 
Seaparter to THE BOUKSS. ((Urn, I think one probably has to receive Life of Monty 
to comprehend what all that was about...)) 

And now for the Steve/Daf controversy. , .you're the one that allowed free trading/ 
passing/giving of Information, and since they're both eligible, Daf has every right to 
take second prime. HOWBVBR, since Steve and Daf are separate persona, you do have 
the right to send Steve 15 issues and Daf 5 — which means that both Steve and Daf 
would receive issues 95 through 99* (Like X said in the Of Interference discussion — 
give the prizes as if the other person had not won. So what if they live together? 
That's their tough luck.) 

You were Alex's geometry teacher, right? No wonder she had troubles — she 
purchased a carton of nilk, a package of noodles, and some hamburger, and then went 
through the express line with two items. Either she was quite thirsty or she's in 
training to be a true Dipper with raw meat? (Take that any way. you want to...) 
((Now, now, let's be nice, shall we? Xn reality, all she was doing while finishing 
her shopping was using her noodle...)) And she must not have done well in 
chemistry either — as far as X know, the harmful thing in deli food is nitrites (I 
can't remember the difference — one less hydrogen atom in nitrites than in nitrates? 
Chemistry is not required for a Computer Science degree). 

As for you, don't accept any jobs in San Francisco — the current law says that 
employers must give non-smoking employees smoke-free environmental if one employee 
complains, no one in that office is allowed to smoke. Non-compliance by employers 
will cost the company $500 per day — but don't tell me that the company won't take 
it out on the com p laini n g employee (and if the smokers complain that production is 
hampered, why shouldn't the boss fire the complainer?) . 

One final note. • .if you do show up at HaryCon. don't forget to add me to your list 
of 10 FtotheaV-Aw Do**.. *>u> M.t. . . Ha; m bourse ta with . . 

Bon 

((Hah! Pretty decent letter — you didn't even recite the names of 500 wargaaea! 
Sure, X plan to be at HaryCon — what good would It be without me? (You don't have 
to answer that. • • ) 

Alex is taking chemistry now. I'll have her chide her teaoher for toe "nitrites'* 
incident. She likes chiding her teachers. 
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The "emergency" when I Interrupted your call to Caruso was that I just had to 
find out tfho that bozo was that Has keeping ao from calling Caruso. Having found 
out a few seconds later, it was too late not to have Interrupted your call, so I 
decided to stay on and talk to him for a while anyway . Next time I'm going to call, 
him, please don't you oali f^xat,. Thank you. 

See ya in Virginia J ' : 

From Michael Quirk (V20/#0* 
Dear 3rue, 

...While g^Anclng •tjhpftggi. jg'#9tf I noticed a reasonably intelligent letter from 
Tom Swider. It' ft" tiiifce '^Joty4r. not all of your readers are radical left-wing fruitcakes* 
I won't bore 'you ^th'-'my ? extr^me r^htrwing political views. I just want you to know 
that Hr. Swide* i» 'nofe 'ttffr wft : jrt»dar " kt1h . brains. 

A nice'' article b^ AieatteSfe^iord', but what does she see in you?'! 
Keep annoying Eric "Saokey" Kane, Kane is funny when he gets mad. 

((Perhaps so, perhaps so. But I'd rather enjoy his friendship than keep annoying 
him, hey? Besides, I've come to -the realization that practically all of us are funny 
when we get mad in this hobby. 'She exceptions are a select few who are pathetic when 
they get mad — and that type doesn't usually last too long. 

I was already aware TOit Tom Swider is not the only VD reader with brains. All 
Boomies have brains. Even Ed Wrobel. Nor is Tern the only right-winger out there* 
We've got James If all* John Kellay, John Michalski, Ben Schilling — and even the ol' 
BBUXer himself. And Grog 15111 c, and probably others, 

Whst does Alex see in me? Well, she likes to pick on me 9 that's all I can tell. 
Especially when she cuts my hair. ; One of these days I'm going to insist that oho 
not use her dad's old, "token lawnmower...)) 

From Jaaes Wall (4/26/34) i 

sa ik, 

Noticed my sub wa3 in danger so rather than send a lonely check I'll litter your 
mailbox instead. 

KadCon looks to be shaping up rather well (Memorial Bay Weekend). To date our 
count looks to be 31* Not bad considering that it is still a month away. Hope 
KablnKon Is cooing along as well. ((Nope — it's been cancelled.)) 

Truth to tell, I agree with Swider concerning the EIOEL press. I can see how 
others would be mesmerized by it but I prefer my press to be a little shorter In 
length. A whole issue of RIGEX press is a bit much, terrific froia your point of view 
I'm sure, but that game almost qualifies as a separate subline. 

I've also got a comment about this nation's poor and whether or not there is 
enough being done by President Reagan. Since the advent of the "Great Society" over 
one TRILLION dollars has been spent on social programs. The numbers of people AND 
the percentage of the population under the poverty level have both gone up. I wonder 
if it Just couldn't be possible that these programs have institutionalized poverty 
all the while destroying the incentive to improve one's position In society. Some 
welfare type programs are indeed necessary but throwing tax dollars at poverty hasn't 
done much to eliminate It. Maybe today's liberals should give an honest evaluation to 
our welfare state and see if, just maybe, the government's spending priorities 
aren't In need of a little fine tuning and even some trlsuaing* in the area of social 
spending. My comments are not related to defense spending, necessarily. Enough of 
the real world. 

Does Jake Hal vers tadt's High Plains Gonac have any openings in his Presidential 
Politics game or was that Just a one -shot deal? 

It may help to avoid problems like you've gotten into in the Quotes contest to 
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allow one winner per household* It doesn' t help now but an ounce of prevention*-. 
If Daphne Insists that she wants second place I really do not see how it could fairly 
be denied her* She is active in the hobby and if she indeed did accumulate the results 
fairly without aid from Steve she's earned the free issues. If I were her I'd step 
aside but it should be her choice. 

...About the Quotes contest, I had 10 or 11 (I forget) but dldn*t send them in, 
as being a Doomie for less than a year there was only so much that I could do. I do 
think that it was a great contest idea, however, my compliments* 

((More on the Quotes contest in reply to one of Steve's letters this issue* For 
now, let m* point out that Daf did do the contest fairly, with or without help from 
Steve, as there was no prohibition against people working together. 

"A whole issue of EIGEL press"?! There were 38 other pages in that issue! 

I agree strongly with you that most welfare programs tend to discourage people 
from getting off their butts and into the work force, and for that reason I think we 
should be much more restrictive. A note to all the liberal Doomles out there j I am 
aware that many people have good, solid reasons to be on welfare, with no altemtives. 
But there are a lot of freeloaders too. It infuriates me that my salary is taken 
away from me to pay someone who Bits home on welfare because he is lazy or because 
it's more convenient that going out and working. And those of you who think that's 
uncommon, wall, please open your eyes and take a good look at our society. 

Your letter gives me the perfect opportunity to plug the two openings 

I know of in Presidential Politics. Jake himself has openings in a game that will 
he will guest-GM in Politesse. and Greg Ellis is planning to run a game which will 
feature a few (mostly very good, in my opinion) modifications to the original rules. 
He will run via a flyer to the players. Interested Doomles should write to Jake 
Hal vers tadt, li06 Gastlerock Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80521 and/or Greg Ellis, 9*30 
Concourse #1612, Houston, TX 77036 for further info. I recommend the game very 
highly} it's been loads of fun for me so far* 

Hope NadCon goes well!)) 

From Steve Langley '-(V25/8t>* 
Dear Bruce, 

Thanks for increasing my sub by those additional 15 issues. As to whether Daf 
should or should not, wia, let me say that I wondered myself before we sent in our 
entries if two from the some (household) would be fair* I decided that John and 
Kathy would be a similar case. Then it dawned on me that discrimination against 
someone because of mailing address was wrong. Daf publishes Magus as much as I, she 
has her own subsslne, GMs a couple of games, plays in nearly as many games as I, reads 
VD before X get to see it most months i so she certainly qualifies as a Doomie. You 
slated in the rules that we could ask each other for help, so that she and I cooperated 
in searching through past VD is within the spirit of the thing, lbs extra two issues 
aren't that big of a deal, on top of the first fifteen, but I think Daf deserves the 
prize she earned* As to the unsigned entry, you know whose it is* so why is the 
signature a problem? ((Gotta keep all you Doomles in line, that's all. Rut two three 
four, hut two three four...)) The question about our kids was Irrelevant. 

Now, on to VD #9*+. 

I want to ao on record as saying that RIGEL is the top press game in my experience, 
and I read all of the RIGEL press. ; Since you hava (or Sweeney has) ope add a vote 
for beat B3€&i press, I'd like to suTamit a ballot, of aorta* 

Best Single Heleasei The Fxes& wars by Steve Knight, Granted, it was a parody, 
but it is an excellently funny parody* 

Best Press Overalls Rich Bellly. 
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But -foe horde In second £Lace is cnrcdlng hia closely. Sandy 333.1s ( (Greg, 
actually)), Bob Sweeney, Helntsasan, Knight, Kleiaan, and Bare (In the order they 
sprang to aind) are all very talented press writers. If Rcilly wasn't tirltlng 
half of their press, he wouldn't even ba #1. He'd 1)8 back with the rest of the horde* 

How did Z miss the Dip Spaces contest? How would you Know how X missed it? 
Actually* X aat? it and knew I had one answer (lifted right out of your Sherlock Holaes 
puzzle) and got "busy with other things and just never got back to it. Sigh. » • that's 
ray favorite sort of puzzle, too. Not that It was in VD #9*. but It caais to mind. I 
hope I don't let too much tiae pass between now and when X*a finally able to try the 
c:)?c> s sword puzzle* 

And Tho Lists of Boon , yet. Isn't there anything yon won't do to make TO more 
fun to read? I did wish X had a lot better memory when it cane to tfce host writing* 
vfaft the piece of satire that was written in response to the phone ethics discussion 
on the list? Ox ms it in response to something else.. .grrrr, ..it's on the tip of ray 

memory and 'it won't show itself. I think Chuff or Fluaphsr wrote it but I'm not sure, 
11*3 re were -ihyxz vignettes, satirizing a previous discussion — must have bsstui : *Brofeen 
Kecord". which is on the list. If it isn't, it should ba. 

So, BftUX the rabid anarchist of Dlpdom changes hia socks and goes out in full 
support of the Rune atone Poll, Xa there no pinning you down? I enjoyed reading 
R&r dalph * e little article and your interjections. Tour simplified net score serins 
rear;- liable sno-u&h. My first thought was to average the two scores, giving a +»i to 
the "average" and *»i to the preference scores* I seen to profer the preferences fr> 
taie average, 

1 don't agree thr/t a person who closely follows a game has to do eo with an ulterior 
motive. I'm following RIGSL with no motto other than enjoyment, I'm following Ka3S 
Murders, Toa&jCon XX and Pariahs for the same reason. Still, the fairest judges for 
a CM are his/her players, so X have no quarrel with that ruling, X think the top/ 
bottom S# rule is a poor device • Suppose a mine gets votes of Z Oa, 5 7e, 10 8s, 
10 and 5 lOs. Clearly* except for the two zeros (cost no doubt by a pair *ho vote 
only 0* 5 or 10 based on their subjective judgement as to how interesting a zins is 
according to how well they are getting along tuith Its pu&isliar) > the voting dusters 
right around 8.5 (so I fixed the sample a little). The throwing out of the top and 
bottom Qfc gets rid of the aero votes and two of the 10 votss, lowering the average by 
a couple of lOths from the 8.5* If a standard deviation had been taken, and applied 
as a filter* only the aero votes would have fallen, With that set of votes, which 
isn t all that unlikely a grouping, X think throwing out two 10s would interject an 
error into the calculations that would skew the poll. If the votes were* Z 0s : 
8 5s. 10 6s* 10 7s, 2 10s, then the standard Aviation would trim off the tens and 
thp zeros* leaving the cluster in the middle. Of courss, it is an extra bit of 
calculation* but not beyond reason. 

By the way, I am taking over the Freshman 2in© Poll (one more poll than you 
approve of?) and will be using Bandol^'s general techniques except In filtering the 
votes. 

It Is good to see Alex hasn't stopped writing even if you have had to stoop to 
reprints of her work, Xba girl has a talent. It is good to see her using it* 

And Bruce, X never said you ware selfish (that will be five free issues), just 
hard to pin down* 

((Onoe in a while X get a letter so full of juicy stuff that it would just about 
make a pretty good Gossip Column All by Itself , This letter is an example* Honestly, 
as I was typing the above, there were about four or five occasions where X felt lifce 
interrupting right Urnxi and there to interject my thoughts! Tbanlsa for this and 
your other recent contributions. Bexhaps I should have included you in the "15 Hall 
of Fame Dooaies" list. Where to begin*. . 

Regarding my support of the Runestone Poll i Back in ERIK Speaks in VD #85» I 



etUieriaLi'/;*^ a^.Vist the JLai.ge filacer of polis (among other things) round today in 
the hcbhy. V; ^Mt tiwe, though, I /aentioned that the Runestone Poll was the only 
oris which, had my lull support, and the ocly one (outside of polls run regarding VD 
and its readers) whloh would gat extensive coverage hare* I still, feel that way? 
rXthough my criticisms of certain other polls vary from one to another* In the case 
of the Fretfaaan iilae poll., I juat don't se3 any great need nor interest factor* It 
seems a Mi o*dundcuit» that's all. Certain other polio, like the Toady Poll or 
whatever it was that I won last year (I think) just are silly. While this is not tad 
in and of itself* this sort of '■poll" gets a bit boring after a very short time. And 
still otter polio* especially the ^tes Ionia player and writer polls, are too close 
to being juat a plain old popularity contest, as a look at some of the high finishers 
in the wriiar poll especially r^kos very clear. (Come now B isn't Woody finishing 
ahead of Chuff Afflerbach and Garry Hamlin somewhat akin to a saudlot baseball team 
outselling -Use Dodgers or Timers? — he's just much more veil-known outside of VD, 
thafs alio) T just feel that the hobby Is extremely poll-heavy these days, a feeling 
which other hobbyists are welcoiae to disagree with;, And many do, of course. 

It seems me that the really Important issue is riot how the Runes tone Poll votes 
will be filtered, but that some valid mechanism for doing this be implemented to 
begin with. Thus, I strongly support Randolph's 8$ provision. You are probably 
correct to claim that the results would be even more valid if votes more than a 
standard deviation guy from the mean were lopped off „ but to me toe difference seaab 
<A«Ue smell* and l*a jue^ glad that Randolph is doicg something about hate votes- And 
with your p;opos&X e v,-.; would also run into the prcblesT (face ' It) that quite a few 
hobby members wouldn 1 1 have the slightest idea of what Randolph is talking about when 
he annouaoes that he's go in? to be taking a standard deviation^ whereas I think 
overyom trill undarstand the 8# proviso* Whether it's important to have everyone 
fully understaad Randolph's mathematical analysis is of course a matter of opinion — 
V'n not so sure myself that it's such a consequential matter. 

Your compliment about Alex I'm sure will be appreciated. She is very talented-, 
You s^d hex other fans won't be surprised to hear that one made the honor roll at 
her school again for the terra just ended. 

'Ihe piece of writing you xefer to ie Chuff's -Broken Record"* #2 on the list. It 
was a parody of the "Off the Records discussion and It consisted of six humorous 
aituatlor-s oatiri»ing those presented in the original article. I only wish that he 
would write articles for V£ aore often, but heck 8 why complain? He p s super « 

Xou are correct that ozie does not necessarily have an ulterior motive in following 
these gases in which -he is not a player P and 1*11 carry that one step furthere one 
rices not e*er- reed tr .follow a GK's games to be able to vote intelligen'tly on 
hit* Oling. Xou can learn a lot about someone's GHing by talking to players who have 
played under him, or reading hXu houserules, or just by reading his sine in many 
cases* I assure you that I was fas; 'more qualified to vote on Oakiyn's Oling than 
were most of his players. e*g.„ since many of them were less familiar than was I 
regarding his dishonest GMing acts*' But even disregarding that extreme example^ it 
is clear to ae that a nozwplayer caa be vtiry well informed about a given GM. And 
yet t despite all of that, I honestly don 9 t feel strongly one way or another about 
the matter.. Indeed* my own score a,a a GM would suffer tremendously if non-players 
were allowed so vote... So from a personal standpoint* I'm glad Randoljh is ruling as 
he is P even though I mildly disagree in theory. 

Press Waree glad to see you and others are re&dlng all that aarvelous uoop. I 
agree with Knight's press as the beat single* release,, though Heintzman's in the same 
issus isn't x&r behind* I also agree with Heilly for first place overall, with Knight* 
Helutamaa, and K.ioiaan all clustered well within shouting distance and Ellis, Hare, 
and Sweeney not a whole lot farther back* 

That at last brings me to the discussion of the Quotes contest results. OK, Daf 
takea second p3ao© and Jo-3.ii wf,oa third.- But the issue is la fact very sticky, and 




the question about the children was not Irrelevant at ai.1. (I brought ;ip -the Matter 
just to illustrate a point, and X trust my comment wasn't taken the wrong way. ) 

The problem is thiet I don't forbid collaberatton In piy 00nU16t.fi aioply "because 
it*s an unenforeable rule, so why bother? And I enqo^jaged it during the Quotes 
oonte&t, as it seemed to fit right into the spirit Tsf thiT^s, So you end Daf were 
absolutely in bounds in working together ~- I have jnc q.uarr*l with that. !lor* though, 
could I have any quarrel if you and Daf and the kids all vr^fced together, with you 
and Daf locating 98 of the quotes and the kicte 2, Not" only would this have been within 
the rules of the contest, but it would have been *5 th.Ui the spirit as well. But 
obviously ouch a system is flawed. Anyone with all the back issues could just do 
the whole contest himself, and then submit three entrlee under his name and two 
of his kids% and etUl no rule would have been abused* The fault, thee, lies 
with me for not being a bit more rigid in defining *ho m\y «tvr, And U'o a really 
difficult questions why is the situation X Just defined any different 'than, say. 

calls up Flumpbax and Cupcake and says to the», "Hey, guys, I*ve got all the 
nuote:^ I s ll p&y you a dime aplee if you 1st me sign your »?ap'en to one entry apiece 
so that I can collect ail the issues for the top three prist? a J" 

Uti, but it' I "a going to permit collaberallou B tfaoa there'll no way to prevent thlit, 
is there? (And I unders-ttnd frilly that this is not how you arfi >f wrfcud it f of 
course., I'm just dealing now in worrisome hypo the ticala«j 

ft for e. very cisilsr reason that X never run a congest on am Kasis oi 
correct entries will win X free Issues", as people could th*»r. (iu^ll;^ share the ~ 
wealth, fit »y expense* but this situation is not q.uico anala#JU3 and much tougher^ 
Ho*? do I get myself into these aexapes, anyway? 

A»i, in no way did I intend to belittle Itaf's hobby activities,, lest anyone felt 
it oa»o acxiss that way, (If she had out-quoted Steve, the question *mui have been 
whether Steves should take second.) Daf *e writing in Magus is .In my opinion a high 
poiufc of the sine, and I regard her as one of my aosfc"loyal . screaming Ifceniem* 

Thanks again for a thoughWnd--response-provokin# litter.)) 

From "Urry Feery {k/2Z/%k)% 
Ah ha? 

Kie sine's out s most of the letters are written* i^eri's in hits heaven, and all's 
wrong with the world* 

sfow tall me, does that sound like something out of J'V'D Btcb? 
T'-m listening 'to Aids so I*» bombastic as the NlU; in flr-.?d» 

Ker>o went out a week ago. Ton will be pleased., I evapecV to to to th^.t. the first 
AMH* ballot I received came froa you* The second aJ.sc camo fir-m Great Nec>., 
However, the next 1,^32 ballots I got all came from Hona^ratt, (Hurtmcwn . I dB»H 
think 1 &ias palled that but you never kuow, Bi ) 

fcbw 1 have 4 weeks to kick hack and raise hell with all the people whu thoi^ht X 
had died and gone to heaven in the past 4 months* tarsible thing to he writing th* 
day after Easter* 

How k&s yours? I had to work. Vfell, I played at working* I <lid raanage to go 
to sunrise services on Sunday but I nonaged to get to the wrcng group* It was interesting 

I'm not sure I like getting VD jay mailbox., I'm awn less eyre ';hat I like 
getting John Schuler^e copy of VD in. ay mailbox and then I have to mix it back tc 
liiia beceuae he 11 a already gone home- Oh well, how many Dcosdas c&n they get two 
copies at once"? totally baffled by all this — did X aiffaodreas lt s or what?)) 

By the way, don't call me a DooAle» I'm noto ( 'X<»u are* I defined "he teo» f and 
you fit my definition*)) I'li. let you know when I th.ir-k you can call me that*. Ufa 
see;: KB in pigtails^ you in leather pants, Boardman in a •^ncee-plece &u} t.^hahj got 
■i wa^ft to goo 
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1 liked your cojuae nta about letter columns t although I obviously disagree with 
muoh of It I'n- glad you publish letters to the editor. You do it well. Just 
don 9 i ask v;:e ; 3 do i ... 

Long pause lor the triumphant chorus from A Ida. Sorry* whenever I hear this 1 get 
vary :n»!p.ncholy. I start thinking a'oout Sadat and Golda...and you knov , . .1 get rather 
miffed a tout the whole riff. 

It weald surprise a lot of people, Michalski most I suppose, if they knew that 1 
was supporting, Jackson this tine around and that I voted for Anderson last time. And 
I m a Itenocrat who voted for Nixon once , Since then I've refused to take politics 
seriously (and this froa a poll ticalTscie nee major) , Yuck. 

What's a gunboat game? 

Bemesihar 'the Tugboat game in 3W? 

I haven't beer; readln all the RIGSL prop either. I thought it was a beer from 

Washington* 

Hurammmmm, I jurat found page 16, (Have a strange way of reading Dippy zlnes, I do, 

I do.,,,) 

Kow* ,mrr THIS? I want to take you to task, sort of, I don't really think you 
should endorse a noaioee that you'ee nominated. Make your nominee if you like- 
indorse seasons if you must. But don't go out and campaign for someone. Leave that 

to the Oscars,. 

I hope, in time, the Ma will be able to print and distribute its own "ballots 
and info an.d that it will be nonpartisan. Until then, doing what you do Is. I think, 
playing politics,, I would rather have all the noaineee treated equally at 98 e 6 degrees 
than one or two treated at 106.5 degrees (or worse, at 89«5 degrees)* There Is 
enough disproportionate Influence from the votes generated through VD without your 
endorsement.. Wo, I"n not ce.-isoring you, etc,, I'm simply asking you to act as a 
custodian asked to reprint a ballot* etc., and not as a ward healer. Well, see, you 
did sep&raie your ballot and your comments, but I'd rather you put your editorial 
support sosaewh£2\3 elsa from your ballot comments. Walt a few years until the California 
r-ondor has grown a bit, Than you can fly with the eagles... Most people may not 
rca.rise it but things like this are not exactly what I prefer to do. I do them 
because t believe ttiey need to be done and since no one else seems to be so inclined^ 
1 do, I figure it takes >-5 years to get an Idea like this off the ground and into 
the hobby mainstream* Once the procedures and mechanics are worked out then let 
people have their propaganda field day* in the meantime, pause, water* fertilize, 
and reflect* Ifcea, growth to all. I am, at present* getting yelled at for going too 
fast and too slow. In about equal proportions. So I figure I'm doing about right. 

So much for that. Print it or not, as you choose. I don't consider it important. 
If you do I may get some useful input™ If you don 9 1, I'll probably forget it* 

CiJ to other tilings,. . - 

People still seem to be unable to understand tb.e difference between OfiG ANIMATION 
and organisation, OBGANIZATXOtt la when I require jou to have a DIpHobbie card and 
carry It at all times,, Organization Is when I want to be able to look in a phone book 
and find your number, And I could go on for 15 pa#ee on that theme. Instead, 1*11 
leave It as is and have enough faith, in your judgement and your readers not to have to 
go on and on and on P but if they miss the point, I will*! 

I'm goiiig to print all the phor*e calls - for MASTONDOHCON II and then we'll see 
who spills tha beans- 

Tell Bsreh not to get so excelled . If I can Inspire a Beatles parady* think of 
what I can do to Verdi, Bach* Beethoven* or Iron Butterfly'' 

Ask Rich A3 131 y if he ever went to school in Moscow. He r ll know what I mean. 
({Rich Re Illy £s currant! y attending school in Moscow!)) 

Quotes, ciuotes, Bleah. bk% of those were plagiarized. Incorrectly, 

A& for the Lists of Door> ; . *• 




Let ma tell you about hobby records,,, longest taiiue. Kali* ycu had 1.x., i.^r^est 
press release, check mine out in Valhalla , 12,000 ■-■tiles worth- kuaguafc press Ooi a 
game (check out some of the old Walker games and the spill ;-v ;,:r in I/--*** other ;5ines 0 .. ,)* 
longest Houserulea? I use the entire CODEX FSBSIGANUS as a supplement for alne, all 
HLCXXVI parte of it* I whomped your year all to bits* Last issue lost something 
over $660.,,and most egotistical? Well, natch, you via, feet down, 

I'm working on a Diplomacy Bound Table with Beethoven, John Lennon 9 Riugo f Starr, 
?etula Clark, and myself on your "Roll Over Beetfcoventfon'v. If you want to taka 
part let me knovf*. 

I think the Rune stone Poll thing is going to be another uouffle in a creek pot. 
There's niore to say about all this but I havo dinner aad the pool and a heavy 
night on the town to consider. So*** 

I'll close for the moment and if you write promptly to this X may writs again 
before you publish. 

Please remember, according to the 

pA - i'ie^uL- t(crus ted } 
p , . »^ w . M ^~iy^ l ^ m » c -™-.w J ,.. x*ec^ ne * 

quiche. ^Lorraine) Ba^ lfc " 
.Rot gu'i 

whatever came out in the last Xeno tinea uharamr you put ouc in the inter It, w.;,U 
result in a catastrophic mess.. ( 
Poo poo« 

Next day, Hummmm, I don't xemecber who I was writing this letter to. It dee an* t 
sound like the kind of letter I would -write to anyone norwal ir, the hobby so i". must 
have been intended for you* Anyway? I'm sending it to you 

I was working on It yesterday when I got distracted^, I e. '..ax ted to fl>. dinner 

(T- bone 3 rice? mushrooms, etc. i writing is such stimulating work, don't you thlrk?) 
and -watch the Finney movie on Pope John Paul II which I recorded ca the VGA sii;-ce I 
had to work Easter night. I was just starting to eat and i.'.i,<;.bt in the middle of the 
Soviet occupation of Poland when the phone rang. 

It was one of ray co-workers (and soon to be Dippy playor; wanting to know if I 
wanted to go to the ball game. So I went and watched the Pa 'bra* cream the Giants, 
8-2 (and all the runs were scored in the first. 4 Innings!) „ I -spent more time watching 
the audience than I did the game* I was going to write up a review of it all but I 
forgot to take a pen. I did bring back a SOX baseball hat as a memento of the 19621 Y, 
SUN OF XEH0G0CIC game- 



((Games between the Padres and ■fhe Giants are me aningje as; I nuggest you avoid 
them in the future. 'J3ie Dodgers are the only Peal Team ii) baaebail « Remember I 
told you that next October. 

Sorry, I feel I should be able to endorse whoever I wan 5 : however ]. uatit if' my 
sine in any hobby poll. Dooraies will vote as they choose > I'm just making my own 
opinion known. 

Hobby records* well, OK, you'rr- the winner » Congratala tio,'>« oi. your recc;-. v 20^ 
page issue of Xenogogic Sigh. Jus^t when I thought (last October) thav I had put 
out an issue that people would remember for a while; and now yob have to go and eclipse 
it. How did you arrive at the $6 6Q figure as a net loss <>»hen ycu ci targe for 
each copy 9 Xou must have an expensive printer! Most ego t -.stica!' Actually, it's 
neither you nor me, but Jack Masters » I don't know if you knew him, ; but Jack wae a 
humoagous ego and little else, He had an insatiable appetite f yr unrestrained 
adulation, and when that showed signs cf wavering ne flew a^olutejy off the deep end. 
1 corns a distant second to him! 
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You've "whomped (ray) year all to bits 1 *? Not if you're quarterly — even you 
lift van* t averaged 170''' pages an issue. And I'd like to see a single season's worth of 
press that tops fclGEL's 3£* pages. (Aw,, I'm just "being young and naive s right? I 
wasn*t around for the good old days of the hobby « so I'm sure you can blow that 
request to smithereens* But ray next question is whether the quality of that press 
approached HIGHX's.) Longest Houserules? I go with mine as the most comprehensive 
until I see a counterexample „ And nobody can claim a batter group of jftfffljLjjt subbers 
than me! So I still have something left to salve my bruised ego.,* 

The difference between 0EGAK1ZATION and organisation appears merely to be a matter 
of degree* That comment F plus your bit about "too fast" or "too slow", leads me to 
an observation about wh£ people criticize you to begin withe You*re not a bad boy, 
Larry* In nany ways, I like you. Eut you made a mistake a year or two agoi a 
fundamental error in your approach to the hobby when you rejoined it» You might 
want to try and look a.t things from the point of view of those of us who were 
already "established" as the result of a lot of time and hard works all of a sudden 
from out of the blue fc there ras this guy we didn't know (but in some cases had heard 
of -~ barely) publishing all these crazy ideas about how the hobby ought to be 
organized, inventing all kinds of polls and awards* spewing forth proposals that 
frankly made it sound as though you felt yourself the center of the hobby rather than 
(face it) an, old-timer just returned, with very limited contacts among those forming 
the current hobby "mainstream"* So I agree with the "too fast" criticIsm B although 
I also firmly believe that most of your proposals wouldn't catch on regardless of 
Who night make them. Some of the hobby's misre tolerant members — Steve Langley 
springs quickly to mind — seem to bend over backwards to accept you the way you 
seem to think of yourself -, while less tolerant people like Michalski ridicule and 
taunt., fieither of these extremes is rights in my opinion e sxnd those of us in between 
are usually just caught trying to accept you but sometimes shaking our heads in 
absolute incredulity* You can't just zoom into the center of the Diplomacy hobby 

and run it„ yet you give the strong impression of trying to do this. Inevitably, you 
provoke resentment and resistence that way* It B s your approach that is objectionable « . * 
not you 0 

irJhaw* I didn't mean for all that to come out as strongly as it did* I truly 
believe, however, that the above explains most or all of the negative feedback you've 
been gettlngi the "Feeribashing" f if you will* 

The quotes were "bleah"? Quite a few of my readers enjoyed them.)) 

From the same person whose anonymous letter appears earlier (V^S/W « 

Dear BHUX, 

Thank you for your sine. I hacs a good time reading it, especially the RIGEL press n 
X guess you'll owe some money to Bc*b Sweeney because X might consider subscribing to 
VD later. I want to get some expeilence with the pther games I have going before 
catching this terrible disease, 'fell me if you pl&n to have any game openings in late 
summer} 1 might be interested. 

Another thing which I appreciated a lot was th*j end-game statements for PEGASUSo 
Very s very interesting* The players showed a lot of maturity* and the game seemed to 
be quite enjoyable. Heading the statements made m*> wish I was among the players 
involved. You should have printed something like |his in Supernova . 

About my letter you want to print in VD; it's okay with me, but I'd like to stay 
anonymous if possible. The reason is that I don't want to shout everywhere that I'm 
a novice. It's part of my strategy — I guess you understand,. Not because I'm 
ashamed of it, but rather because I don't want the other players to think they have 
some advantage « 

((OK, you're anonymous then* I deleted your name from the Intro to the other letter 
Maybe you're right that end-game- statements like those from PEGASUS would be 
better to put in Suj^rnoya than those from those they were a bit long for that.. — ) 



Prow Steve Knight (5/2/84) i 
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BRUJCer* 

Too long since I've written; I'm going to have to let some of the tabled topics 
slide until they resurface — they've lost some of their relevance to the recant topics 
of discussion- 0h a well* 

HhQ idea that high-tech is going to solve future employment problems is a myth. 
You simply cannot train everyone yho lobes a Job because of a closed factory to 
program computer©. Most of the jobs "created" by high-tech will be relatively menial 
things such as custodial work, jobs with little future aad. advancements The 
current demand for programming types is an indication of how new-ecarce the job type 
Is* not an indication of demand that's high enough to be a panacea for unemployment. 

To my mind, Reaganomloa has failed because it has shortsightedly Bold our economy 
down the river for short-terra gains. Remember supply-side economics? Yes, taw cute 
were going to get our government In the black in five years, „*hah. It seems incredible 
to me that the man responsible for the largest deficit in this country's history 
accuses the democrats of having a "spend* spend, spend" mentality. Pot's calling the 
kettle black, if you ask met only difference is that the Perns; see spending as the 
cure for all social ills, Ron sees spending as a cure for all foreign policy ills I 
hope I'm wrong, but I fear this wartime economy when we're not at war will burn out 
and leave us in worse shape than before* 

Huu&vt* "The Lists of Doom" and a "No Controversy" policy seen) like oil and wu ^ar. 
You vaat comments? Ve got comments. » . 

You're damn ri#vb your ((SXKXUS)) decision would have been incorrect if it hada*t 
been a hoax 9 So there » 

Chuff Afflerbach should be on the "Positive Influence" list. The houserules 
(excuse me, the HouseRules) should be on the "Best Pieces of Writing" list ae a work 
of fiction or humor. Now that we've gotten to that list, I think "Press Wars" is 
vastly overrated* I think the truth lies somewhere between Rich fieilly's crediting 
it to George Lucas and Mark Berch's reference to "that windbag, Steve Knight" (albeit 
in another context). It*s long, and it tries to be clever* but X don't think it 
stacks up all that well next to ''If X Han the Zoo" or "Hail-, Bruclfer!" I al**Q think 
"How Not to Get a Puppet" was underrated} it's not often that one gets such claar 
examples of how not to do things fr a facet which is often more instructive than its 
counterparts And apart from the controversy surrounding it ( I think "Roll Over 
BeethovenGoa" was a bit repetitive to be that high up on the list. 

Impressive job on the crossword. Okay, so you had some chlntay clues and spelled 
"hamster*' with a "p" (Qa What does Woody put his dirty laundry in?)„ ((A: Various 
letter columns in the Diplomacy hobby!)) Nonetheless, impressive — and a hell of a 
let of fun* So don't sweat the imperfections, okay Mr, Perfections 

If you get a "0" in the Rune stone GM poll* that Ml be oy grudge vote because oi 
the SIRIUS decision, okay? (w) Love 

Steve 

((* still love getting love letters from Doom left Why don't a few more of you 
follow this lead? John Caruso? £Jd Wrobel? C'aion ~- don't be bashful? 

I must absolutely disagree vitj* your description of me as a H perf ec toinie t" ■ 

Oh, god damn it! I see that I misspelled a wprd In the la3t sentence, Shit. 
You get this issue free. Sorry about that* Anyway » back to your letter* •« 

You know, it* a not a provable point, but I think that Reagan's policies cn defense 
spending may well leave us in better shape than we'd be otherwise: in the Ion* run* 
Who knows but that with some lily-livered Democrat in office* the Russians just Might 
»ee their chance and decide that now*s the time to* e . you get the picture,. perhaps 0 
I&probahle that a strong president like Reagan will dstar such thinking on the part of 
the Russians? Yeah* But not totally Implausibly either 
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You 8 re right — Chuff would be a Dooaie Hall of Pamer for sure. As would a few 
other people who didn't appear on that list. 

"Press Wars" tries to be clever?! Hramph. That's a little bit like saying that 
Peery tries to be verbose, ox Slnstein tries to be smart a or Alex tries to be cute. 
It succeeded* my nan, it succeeded! 

Actually, I forgot to put the Houserules on the "Most Successful Players" llste (w) 

Regarding the crossword, there were too many mis take e (reads a positive number) 
for my tastes. Hopefully this month 1 s will be free of them, at least if one 
considers Mt. as a valid abbreviation for "Mauna"* (Yeah, Doomies — a hint n ) 

As you can see from the two quick takes which follow, your opinions on the puzzle 
and the "Press Wars" aren't unanimous!)) 

From Melinda Holley excerpt) i 

Dear Bruce, 

TUankfi for the sample Voice of Doom . The KEGEL press Is priceless. I had to alt 
on the floor while reading "Press Wars" because X was laughing so hard X kept sliding 
out of the chair*. • 

From Steve Huttcfe [excerpt)* 

...Ihis is the worst puzzle X have ever seen!!!! 

From Bod Walker (k/2t/W) i 

Dear BHUXi 

So how come you never write for Diplomacy World? X keep hoping you* 11 do a few 
things for us but. • » By the way, by now you know that Peery has broken your record. 
I expect to see a 250-page TO in my mailbox next month 0 

X don't quite understand your editorial* As you seem to have forgotten* the 
initial printing of Su pernova was at least in part paid for by hobby money (originally 
voted by the XDA and then distributed finally from the defunct treasury),; 

The fact that a given individual does not "use" a service does not mean he does 
not benefit from It, notwithstanding. Players already registered for a game benefit 
from game opening lists which help fill the game rapidly and get it underway. 'Ihe 
US Orphan Service provides security to players in games even If those games don't get 
orphaned (and you never know when. . « ) . The BNG has, over the years, encouraged and 
promoted good GM practices, , «you will never know whether you're In a game whose GM has 
become better because of this* Furthermore, these projects are often insurance-like 
in nature. insurance of a steady flow of new blood (new players, potential new 
publishers, etc.), insurance against total disappearance of a game. Insurance of oar 
collective hobby "memory", and so on. Insurance t ieads collective support* 

Furthermore, we all need to feel that we are (wiping out in this "togetherness" 
which is our hobby. Not everyone can have a "pro>ct" of his or her own. But the 
opportunity to help out with money is one way to participate in the whole effort. 
That serves an important emotional need in moat people. The outstanding success of the 
PDORA shows that, given a chance to contribute, many, many people will. 

Grumble if you like, BRUX, but X see no reason why people who do all the hard 
work should be required to pay for it too. The Jobs are thankless (and sometimes 
irritating) enough as it Is* Some tangible support helps take the sting out. 

((X often feel guilty that X don't write more for Diplomacy tforld and others of 
the great zlnes in the hobby today, especially when (as is the case with you) their 
editor contributes to VD more often than X do to their Bine, But I can also say that 
in the specific case of DW, X don 7 t think that most of my own writing would cut the 
mustard for the quality you need* My specialty is editing. Just ask Ed tfrobel* (*-) 
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My r&buttal to your stance on hobby services vculd be to consider an example, 
Shere are probably two or throe hundred names I could pull from around the hobby, 
but (just pulling a name out of thin air from my sub list), consider the case of 
Jeff Punches* Here's a guy who just wants to play postal Diplomacy in a game run 
by some other guy who happens to run games,. He^s not a publisher? he s s not very 
heavily involved in the hobby. He just wants to get "together** now and then with a 
group of friends (or friends-to-be) and play a game of Diplomacy by sialic that's 
alio 

Why should Jeff (and 1* hope he tafces m offense at this — I haven -t consulted 
him first) have to even ihluk about paying some half-assed tax to support somebody *a 
project, somebody -Hho be* a never even heard of? He, and certain, other- people, just 
want to arrange a gacie by mail which is. re«enber a a ffffonate arrangement among the 
parties involved, 

I can see the opposite point of view in real life, 'Ihere, your taxes and mine 
go toward things we all need* or may need ~ education, er'jae control, national 
defease., etc.. But thla is -a h obby , Sod. 

And what if it turns out that Jeff's game is never orphaned* and his Qi*s techniques 
have never been affected by the BEG, and. whose game dldir t start sooner because of a 
gair.e opening IJjet? What then? Why should some strangers get his money for "services" 
h<i nay never benefit from? 

Now, I grant you that the Orphan Service is a Good Thing* But some poor kid in 
North Utopia intent on joining a game, should not be required to pay one red cent 
to support it- And yes, I'm sorry that players who do end. up in orphaned games have 
to suffer* It's regre table, and as I've admitted X don't have all the answer** But 
their predioament should not have to be paid for by sows poor soul who just happen;-* to 
ha in the same hobby t and otherwise has nothing to do with it* 

I haven't "forgotten" tkat the first pointing of S^rnpva was not entirely at 
my own expense. I feel sonetihat guilty now, that raoneyfroja "people who never used it 
went to me* But that was three years ago, and there 9 8 no way to rectify it now, of 
course*. If lt*s any consolation to anyone, I haven't ever made a profit on Su^ernova^ 
the price uwad to be advertised as "?50 and free to novices'' . 

And now, X*iu going to touch on a very sensitive topics the question of what 
actually constitutes a "bobby ear vie a" and thereby (supposedly) merits the taking of 
other peoples mmy* I personally feel thai the S^i^M »* e * valuable hobby service 
is the orphan games project. And there are otherV*that I feel merit the title* if 
not the act of taking money. But «~ and I fl m not going to be foolish enough to get 
specific — X can nanus an example of a currently existing "hobby service" that I feel 
is an absolute and total fares, and may very wall have been invented just for the 

erorggg purpose of allowing its "oustodian" to put his hand In the tin. OK, so sue ~ 
me* I've opened ay mouth and another great big can of worms. Let's just say that 
1 shiak a crime if anyone anas up having to $»y for the particular "service" 
X B m thinking of, unless he or she buys it directly So, even discounting this extreme 
example, there is the question of who gets 'to tak# 'the money and who doesn't* It all 
sounds so sleazy to me»*» 

Your point that we aH need to feel we are helping out in the hobby's togetherness 
Is absurd on its face. Maybe some of us do (including me; I just do it in other 
ways), but I doubt if you'd get uijaniioous agreement on that statement* So fine* Let. 
those of us who want to pay for other people's projects pay. But don't make those 
of lis who don*t *ant to pay do so„ My feelings apout the PDORA are mixed, I'll 
admit.* I guess I s d have to say that if some poor ! ding-dong wants to spend $5,00 for 
a lock of someone e s hair, then let him? it*s all voluntary* The extra f&ns impose-;; 
at P say, a DlpCon are another matter entirely and ought to be abolished — the amount 
that goes to hobby services, that is* Hell, in that case, some of -the people who 
have to jaax *be postal hobby's service.? aren' t even in the postal hob by? 

Do I feel strongly about this matter?)} 



s 
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.?'rora Mark Berch (5/2/34) g 
Oaar Bruce, 

And I still say, you should give the players an ombudsman if they ask for one, 
period* To;; say* "••■if someone does not trust my judgement as a GM, he should not 
be playing here in the first place," Veil, yes, but If you feel that way, no 
ombudsman should be needed at all. IV s one thing to ask the players to trust your 
judgement j that's reasonable. It's quite another to ask them to accept the notion 
that you are infallible. You're not, And you could make the mistake of not realising 
that an ombudsman is needed. Your players know you aren't perfect. And thus they 
will feel and be more secure knowing that an ombudsman is available if they think they 
need one* 

Yea, an incorrect ruling by an ombudsman could harm that game and others* but 
that's the risk you take whenever you call for an ombudsman — that's an argument 
against having an ombudsman* period*. By the same token* your players have the reverse 
risk undei y( vr present pcllcy — viz, that they^ll be harmed by your error in not 
calling for en ombudsman* Moreover, that error could affect all your games 0 You 
can lir.it tho effect of a bad mistake by an ombudsman by adding new language to your 
ho uso rules o*. by stating in the houaerules that ombudman-s decisions are not precedents,, 

Skipping to the next topic (with no attempt to unify ray comments to give them a 
sentsa of completeness), I turn to your comments on the Monopoly game. 

In general^ no, I don' t th5.nk your complaint was valid* Indeed* your very 
arguments can be used to defend Brad's behavior. It seems that ^our desire to win 
was valid, indeed* worthy of an essay. His desire to win put you in an awfully foul 
moodfl 

OK, Brad was flush with cash but unlike you and Jane, had no monopolies* Brad 
couldn't buy what he needed for a Monopoly* In such a situation, Brad's situation is 
virtually hopeless* With 4 rails, he might be able to push one of you to the wall, 
but that's hard to do, especially since you were apparently playing under rules which 
made the gams more cash-rich* All he has to look forward to is being slowly whittled 
down with no chance of a big strike. He'd like to win, but this isn't going to be 
his game 0 Beat to end It, and try to win the next ^ame 9 If his goal is to avoid 
losing 8 then this is the wrong tactic, but if his goal is a win, it fl ll have to be in 
the next game. This kind of strategy is common in non- tournament chess 8 for example. 

This is not to s&y that Brad was perfect. He should have thrown his cash and 
property to another player, not the bank. Which one hardly matters B since with the 
cash and several new monopolies, that person will be a quick winner. 

If X' ; m desperate for a deal, I'll usually take the person aside and offer them 
not only cash, but a certain number of free hits on the property* I may even go so 
far t'i !? unlimited free hits* and if need be, 1*11 pay them a commission for every time 
that anothur player hits tho isonopoly. Everyone has their price* 

However,, if Brad wasn't smart enough to figure out such tactics B then he*ll have 
to use other means toward his end of winning the pext game. In that case, it*e your 
fault* You could have struck such a deal with hla, and if you were sharp about it, 
you might easily have won the game. There is nev*)r a need to fear someone else's 
mor/jpoly if you have the property he needs to obtain It, 

{(I think you mi a understood tl\a article, at least in part. The type of wheeling 
and dealing you describe is exactly what I get into, too, and I view it as a large 
part of the fun of the game» However* that sort of game just isn't Brad's cup of 
tea. Which ie f lne b except that I had had no idea that he was about to quit the game 
until, it actually happened. 

Ah; but your comments on ombudsmen make the unstated but critical assumption that 
in a g&me being run under my houserules, the ombudsman is less likely to err than I 
arc. Nobody claims infallibility* but I regard myself as familiar enough with my own 
ho use rules — and the game rules* too — to know when a player's complaint is simply 
out of line.. My current policy s^ys,,)) 



From Larry Peery (j?/t/84 e excerpts) s 
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X have a few minutes or hours before X have to run (l^yiight Savings Tiara always 
4 a«ssos up my automatic clock for a week or so) st« X thought I -woul-i firop you i 
02 -wo* X owe a bunch of people letters hut thiB week has twrjt rev fixe * rerl v&calloa 
froti Dippy in Months, I needed it- 

X have .your postcard of the 22nd and I suppose X Khcald comae ni * I ura go ,;',-, to 
bold off on getting any ((back issueo)) of TO because vb.sv you iiavf. left is .< vJi$r 
too much or not enough. I an hoping the void can fcs ft;? led uhan I get The fi^tf'f 
Ooott Marley lias (24 boxes » 8,000~iO P 000 sines), nther.Affc . I'll h*v<» to go after 
f, complete set or nearly complete set soaewhero . it it' taeviwahle-, t.ca:aday» that you 
will Is in the IDKOF and I want a set of A© for the archives. 

That brings up an interesting questions vh;/? 

I am not by nature an archivist* X am a c Elector L-jt evojj \h& I is Is* th«? 
dUlobaate style (asouatfxg X even sailed that right), I pick. *rtd c^ose anr kee ; 
what I like or what I think is important. But I ia«fc the Clacipliz?-* '..a? s^ni^a : m 
to 'be a feerio^s archivist,- Still* it is a job that &ust *w tone, »o Z f Ml, so 
uatil somso^e more qualified and motivated comes along* T ,\ust d??., Fi<iphas!Ls oa I ac. 
emphasis on do, ecequally, 

So. I*» slowly organising the 6,000 o.r so z.Uuu> I tuvt , My »t.uf.V (3, £00 

ov so) is old but it ia good* Then X have Don KUUi's suCf ;i,ad ;,h*fc Eei*ch '-eat me- 
Valuable additions to be sure. But I have 2 feet of jfccgv.s ^arLr. 1m i-e dan at;'? i 
smells to high heaven. Didn't Boardman ever wash hlsf":IUtfyT ' 't>h ^-U, ,> 

I'» trying to figure cut a way to organize ur.-5 ind-i'v: ,-:..».:'. ;at«Xof.e wb&t 1b important 
-;rd G'et it into the computer. Itts a challettglife task a.\> .1 -£U<.- to have people 
helping me. I figure I have around 60 P 000 pesos of -^v 5 '" f- surt though, which 
souiids like a lot until you figure than the Fan legos turw '.-A .v.\.nv& #50-000 ±*ages 
of verbiage a tf&£ and what I have represents around ?G c.-? Junk* 

I've just -written .Buchanan to see what 'bf21i.iarrt ide-j 3 h« hat- regarding chives 
and how they should be organized antf Indexed a**d cetaXt*&, If h«: has a\y sood ones 
(l know he vlll 5 , c ) and if I have any gpod ones (I Lao* " )*o.c t t- > t „ .■ I'll pasa tnem 
along to you and ask you to reprint them* What qydr.t I . ,; A ve .itout" this arjhlvsa is 
that it should be used by the hobby* Ergo* I want vo fcr*:.:; jhat Jnf > peopl* >:*.nt from 
and in an archives. I'm hoping the computer listing -.<U\ U> more sxUziuLvt. than 
the one you aaw in -the last Xeno „ Some of the info mu^t ije pocely technical aud 
arithmetic. But some of It must bs subjective. KF533^S5fc3*i s ! ? 

X got DW #9^; in good order and ln*tact. ({^oah ;i .! '.n::.-; '^.t a fev 1i.is>.fc=* t^'iind.. 1 
j'jst got #3?* • 0 ) i think you are making an ^rror It ••i?:i?i2 „rcd c,*.a-:.s 0 ..iut wiv * 
up; maybe you can reach the point where V£ will go as "sirial'. •..•^;:.•c;JV^ ^f.te^.iJV/j'^ >' 

What's a gunboat Dippy game? 

And «ho is Cathy Cunning? 

And why msnx it all over your front page? 

I haven 8 ! read any of the RIGSi, stuff, I'm waiting ni; i ^tl *o he deno, T:;o,t 
1*11 take my long-promised sabbctlcal and xead 1i, 

People who write letters to coi»';aeRt on. ot'ier peopi «; '• ^ '.bitt.e : ^h-; i id .*.r*d x 

the Daisy Hill Puppy Farm. Hang in there Snoopy! ! 

As I recall I've voted for Johnson, Hump^irey, Ki^on, ..•»-• /^nle:;; X5ils I 
inclined to vote for Jackson. The only polKiciai* 1' p. e.V\u: -»jd £l.vM; Ui Stuuc*u ;roLi 
Kass., but that's not for the obvinus reason But ^.o cnr< o r; «.a Hou^i >'er-.hant 
Marir.ua and Fisheries Ooaolttee except cone ole l*.obby iav". xV&z t- - 

1 can think of 10 auaJ.ified people to by pxe sides r*t a.*^ re jf them is a 

politician or holds political office at the r^saeaU Hu*.Hj ; .ouL-di l.ifo? the rj;j.ihy t . 



I dor? i mind It peoplo ^xay in school. We used to recite the Pater Noster in Latin 
in high school* Vt cones in handy vhen I got to Mass. All the Catholics say it in 
English, and I nay ii in cl&Bsical s vs. church Latin. Gets a lot of nods. ..tout you 
should hear Mike (flat* ton) sing the Mexican national anthem on Cinco de Mayo. He 
knows the words better than most of the Mexicans but his accent is terrible!! 

I've seve.3 tiro re ferences to Ken Peel in the Dippy press in the last two days. 
Tell hlii to Knock it off. Kia overexposure will ruin his hobby sex appeal. 

don t bolieve Joan Sxtrom exists either. Course I told Cathy Cunning she was 
a fake when she wrote a very nice letter some time ago- I based that not on her 
nairs but on her neat ar/J clear handwriting. I*m so used to dealing with illegible 
and 5,11 terat ire (Hlfli?) Dippy male chauvinist pigs that X wasn't prepared for a legible 
and literature and intelligent female in the hobby. . . is that a sexist remark, Judy? 
Wasn't Intended to be, It was a oooRsnt on handwriting, mostly. 

Xs a cantaloupe an island in the Sandwich Islands? 

Say, have you heard about Jerry Domenelli? I taugxt him nothings Don't blame 

V:'i-iO 3 s Bo' • Olaen? 
Hho''e Je'-.n Michalak!? 
\toa* a mzk Martin? 

"ou mtre got a lot of nam© droppers in your letter column?!!!! 

iiorry* but any tbae Mark Berch says anything is fantastic X know it must be bade 
So I take back everything good I said about your FeerlHay. 

I oan see it now* A hundred years from now* Every ? years they G ll have a 
reenactoent of 39660 done in St, Peerigrad and call it the PASSION ACCORDING TO... 
never mine. 

People in Mow fork (Massachusetts! ) don't appreciate our humor« Or even my 

humor. > 

£iay. X had my annual physical (fart one) yesterday. Blood pressure wasn't bad 
(130/90* which is better than 186/xxxx... which is what one well-known Dippy player 
drove H up lo a while back»« but my weight is going up faster than the national 
debt I now weigh in at a mere 1/9 of a ton! I've gone to ordering size XXL (and 
that s for *y soaks), But con* fc worry, I'm working hard to get it all into a solid 
fctata, I waat to be the hobby s first certified OREO... 

All those quo tee just x*cove m*w a bunch of pompous old windbags.. . 

As for your "Lists of Doom 1 *.*. 

Now tills has potential. Course you : re all wrong but it's a cute idea.» e 
'liming it from the top. 

Which Ror- Brown ia the most successful player in YD history? ((Ron Brown of 
California. fh# other oik- is "Ronald" In VD M unless specified otherwise.)) 
Half of --hor-ic names are aliases and the rest are phonies 0 
rou wculda' know a good hoax If it bruxed you between the eyes. 
What did you think of Ty Hare's Isgss? 

You can't have Flumpher, he was mine when you were still playing in the tub with 
a rubber. . «duckie. 

tfever heard of any of your controversial actions and anyone who would do anything 
to Sherwood deserves a ia<3dal. 
Now. for the hobby records* 
#1 — • sorry about tnat, 

#2 « wrong B toexa #ore longer press releasee in some of Koning's aines 0 
including one I wro-e oa a flight from the P&illippines to California, It ran about 
12,000 miles long, started in m, X think. 

#9 "~ wrong. X twice started a seven-game series 9 19?1BL« and l97lCS-eoae thing or 
other. 

#10 — .Do you really want to talk about most pages! HA I ! 

#12 - - U>3 Apr 13 issue of Xen o cost just over $6,50 per copy to print and wail 
(with allowances for typawri't^r ribbons, etc ) , l*ve had at least Z issues that 
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cost me v out of pockety over $500.. 

#14 — 0K t you win one* I'm much moiv modest thad jttn ar^* 'Pre 1:e^ause I'm 
a Protestant* 

As for all those 30 articles, • .hummmnm,, we really nsed .■■■ivie kl;v< ov t>o fchy 
^atfov.ogy. I've got a stack on my desk that la almost two £e* ► high tmi H fco:v.;J 
of settling but tile original pages for tho last three ye^s ■>!' Xeao. entiro 
L'A^/XPS/m etc, ((??)) output since I967 makes a etana &lv>a ITfae*. hJ.^h. 

Hovevsr, I will 'us gracious and all ok that you axe ft b=jj'g<-r "oo:;. tJ-an .1, 

Aren't we a wonderful, rotten bunch? 

X would prefer an orderly hobcy to ons as anarchic as have 
Th? sun is setting in the west and all us X,aos> a^v; tea:--./ eyed* .• * 
11i« sun is down and so m I. 

((I couldn't wait, I hope you don't mind that I eRitt.jd parts of ii is lotlv-r 
aost** of it (printed &nd imprinted) wrj> almost r-ojd is*.* tic -Ai th': ram..- y^vL- 
c th*r letter is this iasra,, Did you forgot that you c j-jk written oi i tie t' f 

luckily, you'll never get the orderly hobby you would p^fev* at 3 * s s t &© .U>;tg 
as X'a in lt» I like to keep things messed up. 

1*11 lot you know in a month or two (after I meet hex) wither Jos i really <?x";*ts* 
And there are several legible, literate, and intelligent Z?mL*v. in U.t nobby, 
including a few on my sub list* Euth Glaspey springs most utilja^y to if lad* 

X -chink I would enjoy your hu&or If X were Ut pee any o 1 iv 

"Who's Bob Olson?" "Who c s John Michalsfci?" "Who's flic;; M«iti:i?»' ;joy ( . wter* 
liave vou teen? 

Uh!> ,J £. J<srry Somenelli? 

Say, since you and I aire obviously tha two tdgg&at reciC'd-c.-.F^x:^, In ihc hobby „ 
I've got a proposition for you, How listen up, because thin its ■s-yrious, If you 
will send me a thousand dollars right now, X promise you that 1 '' 11 put out a 300--p*ga 
issue on my fifth anniversary of publishing. You see, I'd , .?M to, bui I honet>Uy 
can' i afford it. I -'11 even be generous *b>ut it, a;3d refuuii stfyr^ver mousy X don't 
use., AND you "11 get your copy for free. You k now you c&c- t baa!-. -;fcat» By our mutual 
actions* we'll each have set a new hobby record F you for tie &.*at ifioney ever spent 
on someone else's sins, and ma for (again) the largest fc.v:.\o ev««. And X-'li give you 
all the credit you deserve for youv contribution. X,et ma \;-vr«r If you'd like to go 
for it| 'the joint record(s) would be worth the price* right?}) 

From Paul Baaterbergs 

Jesse Jackson for pcresident (I'm serious) * 

((Whatever you say?)) 
Prom Jake Kalverstadti 

My dear Mr, President! 

tihy oh why »h why did you make publishing lo'jfe fctj ^ii^y' ( tl.ii ^ chat all t*iat 
is good is that I have only a half-dozen or so mere £onzos left U.« I truly enjoy 

writing the game commentary, and the associated cr*p7 but l-a^ 1'-^ .raft, of it» 
Pr inters „ the post office, licking stamps, licking envelopef.. . yon can ,irve it. 

Ys done good in Pennsylvania {(Ktu Presidential Poli'r.ic-i}) I i^ope you don't mind 
ay excising the off -weak* but it really isn" t neceyoary and It pute cs Oack on (;*bc 
I kidding'') schedule,. 

If I'm not dola;? well witli the Gonao, at least Z-si -iox. wasting :iv iiime.- B&«n 
rsadin' 5 some good stuff the past six ueeks or so. Two I ; d retsnm^end a.D; ''lUue 
Highways, M hy William Least Heat Mooni And "'America II" by irlch^rd is. •■t.-v - 
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Vo'i pro".*? bay knor about "-'B-iue Highwr.yK"r it was on the test-sellers list for 
^uit* a *,7'ii->, cad they ran a chunk of it in The Atlantic Monthly* 1/ you don't know 
it* it* is i':~:i<V; the cn« -ths-rcad genre r tot had at all. 

"America II * started out at' a eerisj of newspaper articles by a San Diego 
reporter, So.ae of the book has a. sociological flavor to it* but the authors really 
captured the swuss of America In the 

One thirvs tha:; has really sleyod me was a chapter on the housing revolution 
(America IX is the post-industrial USA) in the 80s, I can't imagine the way seme 
XooT>iu choose live these day3 — high-security developments with TV surveillance* 
private neighborhood police,, soning regulations that restrict the color of your 
draper las and what kind of trees you car* plants the Fort ((Fort Collins)) has 
80*000 people, and X leave the house unlocked half the time* And we plant what we 
damn well please (but hope the cops -don't see it)* 

I have tha feeling that yox^d really like Radio Australia, And they're coming in 
.sler/iC a"i - bell, though it's 2i%> g,m. Bean having this problem with sleep lately. 
S.,ayed up u« 11 51 15 the other day, and was thankful I had a pile of library book 
around the h ,nse. 

Jake's S'2V;-Flx^ Convex-cation Starter? (I use this in those awkward moments at 
din/awns and such) If you could Invite any five people in the world to dinner* who 
would you plak? Section Es What flv? frosa all of history? Section Cs What five 
events from hlctcry would you like to go back and see? 

My answers* Section As Richard Nixon* Ted Kennedy, Dick Gregory? Daniel 
Moynihan and Barry Gcldwater. This lifct night be different tomorrow* Or in five 
minutes. Section B.s Eiomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklir> s Harry Truman, Winston 
Uhachiil, Jose Marti* Section Ci JFK assassinations orucif lotion, 19**8 World Series, 
Apollo 11 on the moon, the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 and D-Day. 

So what if that's six? 

To hell Tilth it,, Goodnight BRITT. ^oodnlghs, Badio Australia* goodnight smoky- 
messy office, it's crash time* 

{(Wells I think you've succeeds A admirably with the (ronzo , I think that we s the 
players ir; the first postal game of Presidential Politics, entered into the thing 
with the s pirit of helping you pjaytest end improve your invention^ However e 
publishing is not for everyone. Since ycu don E t enjoy all the legwork, I'm glad to 
rsad that you'll be guest Gfting the* next game of PP In jtolitesse. Keep it going* PP 
is (or can become) good enough to be a hobby in its own right. 

1 once lived next door to a family that moved away (from Maryland) to Texas* My 
sister was gocd friends with the daughter,, and she got letters telling of the wonderful 
new neighbcr?»od th^y had moved to s where they locked the gates to the development 
at night so noone cculd get out or in* It made me shudder™ 

I a d have to thixvk a while to answer your hypothetical, questions.. X believe that 
both Einstein and Sir Isaac Newto,i would be on my Section E listj however* And the 
Big Bang which may have occurred to get the universe rolling would make my list of 
five events* Opinions, Dooraies?)) 

From Jeff Hot© (4/20/84, excerpt)* 

Dear BRUX, 

.. DJ "'Ihe Lists of Doom" was veiey .good* However, I think your mom should have been 
included on the Prominent and Xnfiudntial. Woaen list. After all,,, if it wasn't for 
her (and your dad, too) there 'd have been no BHliX or YD tc begin with* It was also 
in teze sting to see binds-'* name on the list, as she had begun to fade from the scene 
{If I way put 11 so) just as I bsoama a Doomle,. ' Shanks for putting ma on a list. 
Hopefully we will be wee ting someday soon*. 

((By jour lc-g*c : ■hou^?i P anoultiu't all my female ancestors have made the list? 
3ut I t, '• p Mother's Day, m V IX. give iu?r an ho?n.-rabl» mention anyway - ) 



Bob Olson 0/22/34)* 



Dear BRUX^ 

Try to concentrate very hard now, Bruce* Sit doxr*. Smoke v em f£ yoVve got ""am* 
Helax, calm down, I have a very Important massage for you and a wan*, you to tr? I . 
unierstand* Ready? OK. The fact is, BHV&,. that when alga up ft j a gunboat game v 
you see, we generally keep our identity sonfidsnUal* '.lomnrende? &ee £ that" a 'tne 
point, nobody knows who's playing what. That* a why iva gunboat, kr«a people ev#>n 
work pretty hard to keep their identity secret. And j-wt about nobtcy ainoi>nc*a 
page I of. bis zlany that he's entering a gunboat mm- Cot that? Jow X realise -».'iat 
there's no Housarule on this, hut take my word £n£ it, /t just ain' t donr-i 

I'll pre-emptively decline your invitation to play in a Worst Players gare* I 
know you were going to ask r but no, I've already been Xr one &I1 lowers game* Xhaoks 
loads but that one was enough, I know you haven't asked' but the it sue was mentioned 
in #94, and I just wanted to set your mind st re.st bfef.'u-: you seld anything- 

The American voter faces quite a choice tnie yeai... let's see,. *e have *n am labia 
dunce (that's putting it kindly)! a raving danagoguei a fhonyj aru ' guy who sucks up 
to anything that aoves. I vaguely terox the phony, beoa.:*je if a at Ijast conceivable 
that I'd vote for him Instead of the dunce, but really, 7 plar. to refuse to vote 
auess I*m allowed to register under the name of Hobson. 

I know I wasn't asked but ay Solomon-like wisdom may 'be of sojte help in the ,iuicy 
Quotes contest. There's a simple* elegant solution which you haven't thought oil, 
Consider that if Steve Langley had 73 right, and Baf had 63, tftere did the extra 5 
come from? I suggest to you that Steve stole thorn from his own wife ~~ an act of 
unprecedented depravity* Therefore LangLey should be thrown out of the contest a: j 
the priee awarded to Baft Alternatively, and an eq.uaUy fair solution, would be -t 
award Steve first place (even if he dl£ choat} a a£ Daf* first* and-a«half pU 

which is somewhere above second. So, give Stove 15 fr^« issues, anc Daf Bomethii'^ 
like 10. This would eminently fair, I thiafc* as loo£ as I*m speeding your u.on*y ■ . 

Actually I liked the Lists of j.)ooir> • .maybe X sh*joldn*t have Bioca it was ti> 
outrageously self -promoting, but thou I always likec fork Berch-'s triple-Issue For is 
on Berch efforts as well. The very audacity is asrtielnf- But glancing over th* 3i*ts 
it's clear that something la haywiij somewhere! they ?il Planted heavily toward 
more recent issues. Of the 10 best, not 01® is earltar than #5?. 3 out of 10 Meat 
Significant Events are from earlier than #60 (and one <.f those is trivial), Of th** 
30 bast pieces of writing, 6 are pre-#50* And so on,, was early VE tiis Insignificant 
trash pile you seem to Imply? And if so how did you survive? I haven* t gone back to 
see if you are correct in this? but still? the sample sepsis a bit skewd< (Ko "ir" In 
that. ) 

Randolph Smyth °s solution to the Runes tone Poll p^cbleae Making jp vvo Hots - 
is a bit wimpy, but strikes me as an appropriate measure -luring : tine of transition 
from less-rigorous polling to something new. But you've contrived to out-wiusp Smyth 
with this idea of averaging his two figures to come up with am of your own, If 
you're going to average two lists* why not figure things 10 ways and take the avercge 
of that? Or take the Marco Poll Into consideration? Kaw, better you should just, 
allow this to be a transimion yeftr 9 and let that be tho of it. Just see how tiling 
work out this year, and then let rjext time take ^sns of its own. 

1 like the idea of raising mow through events like the FD0 auction ruch better 
than the I>lptax I4ea« Aside from everything else s to Auction strikes me ea more In 
keeping with the spirit of the hobby — useless mea-.3nto» i: buying pigs in pokes v 
digging out trash, and so on. And it has the added advantage of a^ rsvftting Kote 
Sacks,, Trui, the Biptax might also irxi^ts Sacks (toe only goovl h.bon 1 . xt) 

but still, the Auction is more FlIN.-. i'.st't «ake J che Auction bigger, i;*!. put our wonl.d- 
be tax collectorw to work popping hubcaps., 
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((Sorry, but I don't like the idea of having two "final" lists in the Zine Foil. 
So I'll stick with the method I've chosen for arriving at the finalized results in TO . 
Randolph mentioned that publishers who plan to generate their own lists from the 
results should publicize theix aetfcd of doing this before the poll deadline, so at 
least no one will be able to claim that I'm makeng any changes in order to help (or 
hurt) the score of any particular sine* 

You forgot to mention Reagan in your list of presidential candidates* 

I too noticed the heavy emphasis toward recent issues and events while writing 
the Lists of Soon. There wac a distinct point at which YD drastically Improved In 
quality, and that was with my second annlsh (#5*0 • Since then, the issues have been 
bigger and better* and I've .been calm and rational, and reasonably modest, instead 
of egotistical and hotheaded. I think if you go back and check, you won't find 
much worthy of consent in the issue from l-53t with a few exceptions. 

You won't play in an all-losers game? Well, there goes that idea...)) 

From Kevin Stone (Y3S/Bfc)i 

Dear Brunch, . . .. 

Howdy! Xou'll be happy to know that the mail lady here at school quit! Something 
about the Sears catalog being lighter than the average letter from Dal ton. All 
seriousness aside, I think what did her in was the postcard of a tombstone somebody 
sent her with her name on It* Damn college students anyway! 

All the animal lovers out there (yes, you Joan!) would love my sister's boyfriend's 
pet. It is a boa constrictor. He has it in his room at his frat house, tfe fed it 
two live white mice for dinner one night. It's one hell of a let more interesting 
than Hatching a dog, wolf down leftovers! By the way, next on my readllst is "Death 
in the Afternoon" by Ernest Hemmingway. It Is about bullfighting. I love Hemmingway' s 
style — he was «ne of the last true real men. 

I finally got around to reading all the quotes after the contest was over. Can't 
you do anything without causing controversy? Since It's clear you don't have a 
majority winner, you should have a meeting in a smoke-filled room and declare a winner 
from out of left field — Ted Kennedy, for instance. Once people find out he is 
connected in any way with The Voloe of Doom, they'll finally realize he's too crazy 
to be our president. 

I was crushed to see I wasn't on your "10 Farthest-Away Doomies" list. Hell, 
with the recent Supreme Court decision, we (the College) have pretty much made ourselves 
an independent <touut*y« We're in our own world. 

My feelings on the BICSL press and Beagaa pretty much mirror Tom Swider's. I 
rarely read press in games I'm not in. Looks like it's getting time to dust off the 
old Reagan/Bush button. It's also time to go to bed. 

PS. I may read the BZG&L press after all. I Just read the MES in BB033. I 
didn't realise there was any Star Wars stuff in it. Are you going to KaneKon? 

( ( Unless it falls on aV£ deadline. 

Seems to me that most (or all)' of the people who have commented against the 
RIGEL press didn't read It to begin with (TO #93*0 that Is). Maybe if seme of you, 
like you (Kevin) , Tom Swlder, and James Wall would allow yourselves to cveroome your 
pre judice against frees fer once, you'd disoovor that some of the RK31 pws* in that 
issue warn far more entertaining then many of the axtlclee and letters I print. 

I think most people realise that ltd Kennedy lacks the morale and strength to 
be president anyway. > 0 

Have a smmmer, and X hepe I get to see you at KameKonl)) 
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From Dave Kleiman ( k/2j/8h) i 
Dear BRIK» 

Yes, incredible as it raay selm, -this is a letter to you. No, this is not press 
or orders for the HEIGEL, although everyone realeiaae that if it were not for the 
KSIGEL, VD would fold. So* what doss one say in a letter to BRIK? 

Thanks for the re sub. Perhaps tie should combe ine 'sienes. You know, I run the 
games --you prove Ida the reading stuff. Or is that what we're doing? ( (Very funny... 

So Tom Swelder doesn't leike the HEIGEL press? Can I pay ReUly to un-sub him 
from TO? 

So John MacParlane leikes the HEIGEL press? HLeeee feind enclosed $.50 for 
another issue for John. 

So James Woodson leifces the HEIGBL press — especially Jeopardy? Feind enclosed 
$1.00 for another issue for James, 

Controversy? You want controversy? You got it. You have the nerve to ft&nore ay 
breibas and list "press tfars- 1 and "Black Forest" on your list of the 30 Best Pieces of 
tire i ting Ever to be Published in VD? Sleimo. Yes, Brucie, you are e'imply sleims. 

What else? I added a disk drelve to my computer systaa this evening. Sxceitment 
at its peak. You know I had to do it because of the Increase in press in The Diplomat 
and that's because I am in the KEIGEL. Hmma. 

Hey, I think I'm dreivlng to Dallas for DIPCON in Jans. Luedei is a reider. 
Thought I'd mention it in case someone else wants a reide from Indy to Dallas (or 
to bs picked up on the way). If so, they should wrelte. If not, maybe I should fly? 
Waif, 

((Well, if I were facing the prospect of a trip from Indy to Texas with Luedi, 
I think I'd ay too? Only kidding. 

I didn't ignore your breibes. I spent them very well, in fact. All I ignored 
were your stipulations regarding other actions I should take if I kept the money. 
Yuk, yuk... 

Have a good teime at Origins!)) 

From Dave Lincoln (h/Zffih) i 
Dear BHUX, 

Uianfce so much for the you've given me. But it was really nice. Here's the 
$5 you deserve for the "Job" you did, and remember, you promised to do it for me ten 
more times! 

I am indeed a Doomie and I've been wondering where so aany of you other Doomies 
have been hiding. I'm still kinda new here in DIPLOKACYIuVHD so hello to all you Doomie 
who are new to me. ((What do you say, Doomies?! Let's give this man a welcome 
worthy of a brand new Doomie!)) 

Looks like you HSGASUS players had a good time. I'm your kind of guy. Weed 
another to round out a game? I've Just completed a couple of games and' the ethers 
I'm playing in have slowed to a oxawl. One no longer moves at all. 3o I'm Just 
itching for a game start. 

Looks like; we are does enough geographically, BHtiX, to get together sometime. I 
know a few players in this area that are not part of the postal hobby am yet. fcaybs 
we can have a little OuaberCon this summer. ((Dave lives in <^betl«nd, Bhode Island.) 

I play many other games besides Diplomacy but it is easily my favorite, Hy six 
year old son has acquired the taste and plays about a dozen of my games from Sail Baron 
to Victory in the Pacific. He needs a little help still to follow ail the rtttes Iiut 
he can play them all solo. I'm hoping he'll give me some pointers for Diplomacy,. 

Keep In touch and thanks again. 
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((Welcome aboard, and thanks for one of the nicest letters I've ever received 
from a "brand new subber. I think you'll fit right in as a Doomie. 

Since we've now spoken, I know that I'll have the opportunity to give you some 
more VD on our way down to MaryCon together. I'm looking forward to it* And may 
your son grow up to become a loyal, screaming Doomie as well! 

See ya soon.)) 

From Jim Meinel (5/3/&0* 
Dear Bruce, 

Regarding your position on hobby services, I don't think you've thought it through 
very well. Believing strongly in a principle doesn't mean you're not selfish* It just 
implies you're stubbornly self Ish. | If everyone were to operate on a direct cost- to- 
cost basis the concept of a hobby Mould cease to exist, not grow stronger as you 
iraply. Subbsrs would pay only for the cost of their pieces of paper they received, 
players nould only pay for their game costs, orphaned players would pay for relocation 
services (is it their fault they were orphaned? Why should they have to pay a dime? 
Are they really incited to pay at that point in time?) and people who utilised the 
BNC & MIK3 services would carry that load (whoever that group of users is defined as). 
What kind of attitude is that? "I don't use it, to hell with helping then then." 
Sounds selfish to me. Most hobbies and clubs have (horrors!) dues , which go to support 
the entire network of services and activities the hobby may have. What would be so 
wrong with annual dues to support services that benefit all of us, directly or indirectly? 

I can sense, Bruce, that from your opinion on this topic and several others that 
the selfishness is pervasive, or at least there is a distinct reluctance on your part 
to rely on anyone else. You don't accept nor xant any money for Supernova i you 
refuse to agree with another publisher to take over your gases in case you drop dead 
or abruptly fold; you don't support the concept of a BHC and presumably the fees also 2 
your houserules reflect a compulsive desire to do things your ways you loathe the idea 
of using an ombudsman unless you are clearly shown to be in the wrong first (if so, 
then why use it?) and thus have an outside party affect youj in summary, if all of 
the above listed positions of yours are correct, you cose across as an independent/ 
selfish (choose) person. Ease up Bruce! I'll bet you're one of those who'd 

rather pay massive user fees than a general tax. 

The hobby will never be anything more than a gaggle of publishers as long as 
positions such as the one you hold continue to fester among us; there is a hobby 
outside of your oircle of aubbers. 

((I think I am aware of that. 

I have responded to most of the points in the first half of your letter in my 
reply to Bod Walker's letter elsewhere in this issue, so please sea that too. 

The second half of your iettej* Is astounding. If you're going to criticise me for 
my positions, would you please do me the minimal courtesy of criticising positions I 
have taken, rather than onfee I hayei not? X have spent quite a bit of space here 
recently discussing when I would or would not go to an ombudsman. There are many 
instances in which a dispute in Vg will oe (and has been) brought to arbitration, 
but the type of situation ypu describe isn't one of them. When I can be shown to be 
clearly wrong (e.g. fa the case of a simple adjudication error), I simply correct the 
error without going to ia pa^udsman. Since you either didn't read or didn't understand 
my description of the* circumstances where a dispute here will go to arbitration, I'll 
try to explain it one more time. When neither party is clearly in error, that Is 
when a player-CM dispute in VD may go to arbitration. 

Of course, I would never fold and orphan my games, but the VD Houserules explicitly 
encourage my players to seek another CK in the event that something happens to me. Your 
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"refuse to agree" statement la absolutely untrue e then. 

Your use of the fact that I do not want nor accept (outsider's) money for 
Supernova as an Illustration for your claia that X am selfish makes about as much 
sense as someone who comes Into the house soaking wet, and claims It's "because the 
sun is shining. Sorry* hut your logic, if there is any, has totally eluded me* 

As for my Hoarerules, I do not agree with your application of the word "compulsive" B 
but I will concede the point that they reflect a desire to do things ray way- Of course, 
that statement is true of every OS's houserules. And so whose way am I su|}j&3ed to 
do things in ny zine?)) 

From John Pack (5/i/8fc, excerpt) i 

Hello there BHUX! 

It's been a while. Speaking of lists* do I have the record for longest period 
between communications with the publisher: While reading the last couple of issues of 
YD, X was rather surprised to encounter oy naae (used in & quoto) after such a long 
spell. Actually, (sshhhhh, don't tell anyone) you're net a feared Gft at all. You 
¥ore my favorite GK and certainly the most predictable (at. you have a sound set of 
HHs — though at times, I understand the sound is too lord), I'd like to rejoin 
your standby list (desiring whatever position is avallat&;- ASAP). If there's 
ever a game opening, I'd enjoy that rare commodity too. Know any siaes around that 
have openings for regular Diplomacy? ((Check out Murd'glng Minister s Tax etarterei )) 

Anyway, X an alive. X left Just after the price riots stopped* ~At least, the 
news says the riots w©2» over pricing, those of us In the know realise that the 
people ware Just upset when they heard I'd be leaving (to establish control over 
other spheres) . Even «hen X arrived (on Doc. 23, 1982) thsy had r. large national 
party to celebrate. X really did ©njoy my time as a missionary there ((in the Dominican 
Bo public)) and found a good rapport with the people. 

X was quite shocked to find that the rsoent VPs have quits outd&ne (at l^ast in 
size) those X was aecostoaraad to in 1932. X trust quality has go as up too. X really 
enjoyed the Zoo Issue* but up to more recent thingiesi X li&e offset better than 
ditto. Pretty recant, eh? Ditto looks great, though, if you don't car© what it says. 
Ihe JilGEL press is an itty-bitty much. I'm not sure that th:* list of people who had 
a positive influence on VD is exactly >ight« What did BB'IK Linsey ever do that was 
positive? Oop, never mind, X thought of something — he started a great sloa for all 
of the others to have a positive influence on. 

Anyway, congratulations on continuing the bast sine. I look forward to many 
sore excellent issues coming. 

((Bltxh. Welcome back. Now you can catch up on all those VSs you didn't get to 
read, and ease the withdrawal symptoms. 

Newer Doomies nay not recognise the name of John Back) but those who've been 
around for a oouple of years or more know that he used to be (and hopef ully will 
resume being) one of VP's best and most prolific contributors and supporters* And 
of course, many of you will remember his article on "Diplomacy In the Dominican 
Republic** in VD #83* 

Well, John* I'll let you Judge whether quality has Improved here along with the 
size. Ditto's fine now ; Just don't try too hard to read th» first issue or two that 
X published using it. (Actually, they're all readable, but it takes an effort!) 

Mow, don't you dare leave this country again, pr X prosiiise you that rae aiiii all 
the other Dooaiee will riot this t*«e! 

Yes, hobby, the Pack is hack?)) 

One of my subbers recently asked me, why la a long-tongued lisard like Yolto Ono? 
Because they both live off of dead be a tie a. 
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From Edi Blrsam 

COMMENTS ON "FLAYIffG TO WIN" ARTICLE IN VD #93 

There seems to "be a lot of confusion in the article between playing to "win" and 
siniriLy being a good sport and "playing" the game. What you object to in the Monopoly 
player quitting is not correctly his failure to play to win but simply poor sportsman- 
ship as you define sportsmanship. In fact the player that quits when he no longer 
has any hope of winning can be viewed as the extremist of the "Win Only School" though 
he does a great disservice to those of that philosophy. 

When people sit down for a parlor game there is a silent assumption that most of 
us make i we play the best wa can which hopefully will achieve a win under the rules 
of the game AHD have a good time in the company of the other players. When victory is 
no longer a real possibility as perceived by the player, then most players expect him 
to continue to play as best he can and to add to the game's enjoymenti this is called 
good sportsmanship. However, this is not a single edged EDIet, for it is also the 
responsibility of the remaining players (ie those who are heading to win) to 
contribute to making the game a vehicle of a good time for the company that you are 
with. In play you must not lose sight of the fact that enjoyment is not only a product 
of the game, it is the reason you started in the first place. It is easy to lose focus 
on a game and grind it down to a harsh contrast between "victory and defeat" i this 
abrasive style generates draws, frustration and stonewall alliances that run contrary 
to the achievement of the very "Win" that most of us desire. Therefore it's generally 
the better player that mixes in with his game strategy for victory some other tactics 
that scatter the focus of the o their players and allows for several "planes" of play 
in the game for the enjoyment of all while at the same time pushing steadily along 
another plane to victory. 

In your little Monopoly fiasco, you must share some of the blame for the failure 
of the game, from what little facts you present, it appears that you presented one 
player with a stonewall alliance and held no hope out for tbat alliance to end or 
for there to be alternative tactics that the player on the outs could appeal to. Xou 
in effect concentrated the focus of the game on a win/lose situation and did your best 
to define for the other player that there was no option for him but lose. Having 
done that, that the gane should end is only natural for you have employed the tactic 
of elimination of all other tactics for the players and all other purposes of the 
game other than win/lose. 

I hope that all this makes some sense without too many tangents strung along, and 
of course I leave it up to you to print it or not. If you do print it, please extend 
me the courtesy of printing it in whole without EDI ting. 

((Done, although I presume you don't object to the correction of a minor typo or 
two. ■ ■ 

It seems that ay article on the Monopoly game with "Brad" and "Jane" has provoked 
a fair bit of response. What you are saying is true to an extenti I had "Brad" 
backed into a corner from which he felt he could not possibly win. In that assumption 
he was wrong, as the "alliance" between me and "Jane** would have dissolved once "Brad" 
no longer had a dear advantage oyer us, but my mistake was in not making this fact 
clear to "Brad" until after fee ha# q.uit in disgust. And when someone feels that there 
isn't a ray of hope, as "Brad* 1 surely did, then what option does he have but to <iuit? 
(Well, Mwtiir actually, but-^Brad^ wasn't inclined to take any of them since he 
felt that his "ray of hope" was being denied unfairly.) 

Tb the newer hobbyists in the audience t Edi Blrsan is a very highly respected 
Diplomacy player with years and years ef experience in the postal hobby. It's my 
distinct pleasure to welcome him aboard. Hope you enjoy your stay as a Doomie, Edi!)) 
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From Chardto Edison (4/2?/84)g 
Bs a r Bruiser, 

I've been back In Colorado now for over a month, and I've boen made aware of one 
thing* Colorado weather changes even faster than I remember. I woke up the other 
day and it ras beautiful i not a cloud in the sky, about 63 F at 7i00 a*m. and getting 
wanner. By noon, it was abmt 66 , but the wind had picked up, and clouds were 
pouring over Pikes Peak, our local "weathar-iaaker". At 2*30 p.m., it started to rain. 
The temperature was dropping 10 every hour. Around 7i00 p.m., the rain engaged to 
snow. We wound up with about 2 ft. in Zh hours. Two days later, it viae 65 , arid all 
the snow ^afi gone. Ah, Colorado Springs in the sprl^a. '.truly a marvel. If only the 
wind would stop blowing. 

Moll, I'm going to Europe for a month or so, beginning Kay 20th. Ty is heading 
over around the t5th # and I'm flying to meet hta in London, travelling with his cute 
sister Laura, who we call Lalla. wVre going to spend about 10 days in BngLand, then 
pick up a ci?-r in France and drive to the Netherlands for a few days, where we have a 
few friends, Then on into Germany to see castlee and the wine country. If we still 
have tiEis, we'll scoot over to Salaburg for a few days, Laura and I then fly back on 
June 15- X'a not sure ifhtt Ty' s plane will be, or how he'll keep his position In 
RIGEL, but that's obviously his problem. 

...don't you think 5.t's about time you declared me the winner of the Subscription 
War? Thanks* 

((Not at all. We Doomies have not yet begun to fight* Doomies, don't let his win 
so easily start sending me large amounts of money toda y? 

Your discussion of Pikes Peak brings back meoories from a 77-day trip around the 
country that I and two friends took in 1976. Pikes Peak was one of our stops. We 
took the cog railway to the summit, from where we had a terrific view of Colorado 
Springe. On a clear day (which ours Hasn't) I hear that one can see all the way 
to Kansas, And you aren't kidding about the Colorado weather, either j the only time 
on our trip that it snowed was in late July, while we were on the top of Mt. Evans 
(at 14,260 feet, the highest paved road in the world, I believe). It flurried 

briefly while we were there. Ah, the West... 

Snjoy Europe!)) 

From Kaihy Byrne (5/l/8^# excerpt) 1 
Dear Bruce, 

Well at least I tried to do the crossword puezle — enclosed is the mess I made 
of iti I muct admit however that come of your clues left a lat to be desired. And 
you are right when you say you shouldn't try to make a living at it. If you do, 
you might find yourself on a permanent diet of cat food! 

Thanks for the ballot for the Kuneetone Poll, however Gary's was much better — 
so 1*11 use his. At least Gary's had some form of alphabetical listing for l&sy people 
such as myself to a text from. 

Speaking of Ia*y, would you please get new return address labels I I hate having 
to go back & look up addresses! ~ 

...Veil, I Just wanted to dro# you a quick note I'm tacying to dear up all 
the letters that I . owe before I leave for AS on Friday! That way I 'H only be about 
200 behind upon ay return. I'm taking my dip break now — figure to get a head start 
on the rest of you! 

((ihanke for a nice letter, and also the post card from Arisone. Ah, the tfest. .* 
My "Albany** return address stickers are finally running out, either with this 

issue or next, so then I'll switch over to the "fialton" stickers. Fair enough? 

I'm just a bit too cheap to throw out the old ones. Being Jewish has Its advantages! 
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You're right, of course, about the crossword puzzle — there were four errors 
as of last count (not -three as I've stated elsewhere in this issue). The following 
words were all misspelled! Leprechauns, etci, Eire, and hamsters. Sorry 'bout 
that — I've checked over this month's puzzle much more carefully. Clues were 
pretty poor too 9 eh? Yeah, in some cases. But #ou really 'ought to know that "Kathy's 
way of saying 'come in 1 " is enta i 

Actually, those Dooiaiis who suti to a lot of sines (like you) will probably find 
it much easier to use a ballot like Gary's which lists all the zines in the North 
American hobby. Mine could only accomodate 26 entries anyway. I can't (or don't, 
anyway) keep track of each and eveiy zinc and subeine the way Gary does. 

You , lazy?? Hah!)) 

From Dave Kleiman (5/5/84) i - ^ ' 
Dear BRUX, 

Yes, your eyes axe not deceiving you — this is a second letter (in the same 
envelope) to you ^from mo3,« What has the world come to? 

After our -ftacrtSgr conversation yesterday, I decided that although you had decided to 
"clear the air" about the latest Ed Wrobel comments in Polite see — you know, the 
ones about me being a suppressed <3t and you "being the suppressor — that it would bo 
good for me ; to :i aWte " my stery myself . You will note that 1 have sent a copy of 
this to Mr. Wrobel, 

OK, many moons ago, you ran a poll fthd one of the question* asked how the reader 
would have ruled in the. "douW-o-orderod/urobal" controversy. I believe I answered 
that I would haive ti&ed\aa you haq ruled. A&d ycu published in Voice ol boom 
that I weiaa fevft *u&?d ae you h?A rulcid. Flno . H<m add that I commented in a 
recent letter to 3d Wrobel — NOT A LETTER TO F0LI1ESSK — that X would have allowed 
Ed's orders to BuccaedV r i*P*» 1* ^axea4ihg the letter 1 :i-oU. 3d»^lt is obvious 
that I implied th&t you, B.-uee, ware indeed misrepresenting rcy views. I went on to 
say that I was in the Diplomacy hobby as a publisher sappori games, NOT feuds, etc. 

Today* ^ P-ffiflgftfc I» f would have allowed Ed's orders to succeed assujfcort 
orders- As I said to you on the phone, I believe that the intent wa3 oleary and 
as long as the .intent- is <&aar» I accept the orders. Now, In Oho Voice <af Doon , I 
would EXSBGT the ©r4ora to fail and- I am perfectly happy with ^ fact ^hat you would 
indeed fail the order t .^haila your atyl^i and there is a need in- tfafc#hdbby fox 
different sty^s* 3MJ2|flflBB£ & ft. PU^icaUon dexiieata^Qt good games ofr ?o*ial 
Diplomacy^ andv -in that light, I will continue to allow much latitude in the orders 
that I accept. I will also never run a letter/comment column, \-; 
although I firmly believe that there is a jaead f or such -shines And' I would add that 
although letters to VE's letter column (or any letter column) from me are rare, it 
is not because I am., suppressed any such noasane© — - but it is because I find 

that my t|p# ufid I choose not to apenfj it writing letters to publishers. 

Before I cl&se this letter, 1 thought that I mi^it tell a little story that might 
be entertaining to your readers. Bound 1, KaUonal plploc^cy Tournam«nx, Cetroi-t, 
Michigan, ^u^^fiS^ E»rkcgr| Ed Wrobel drawa Austria* and Briwe I&nsay tfraws 

Italy. I m»aa ^Kj^^-vq^^iOd ^ aurpaciae.4 to feaow tfaai.I andad aja u4b-mtf*r r 
Turkey it stf*$£^ tha beat of neighbor* to each 

other. I en jo|^^ - ihe,. gaaa I so diii.jarMpa and fd#w 

((Of course wf'&i&V ^'re aj pop£. frienda daapite all our coffering viawa* 
This letter was received after I'd already typed up my other comments on the 
matter elsewhere in this issue. Although Ed still hasn't confirmed that you're the 
GM he was rafarrlftg tby-I Relieve, given what you've told me, that that ie probably 
the case. I'll let "the readers ^udgc for themselves, given the above, whether I 
misrepresented any views or twisted any arms on the matter.)) 
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From Joan (5/?/8^, excerpts) i 
Dear BRUJC, 

...I'll clip the coupon from the last VD and maybe even be able to collect my 
free haircut at the Hannacroix Barber Shop!" 

Loved The Lists of Soon. Samantha and X were pleased to be mentioned so often. 

In response to Larry Peery's question in VD #93» yea, I've seen a bullfight. It 
was during the summer of 1971 in Madrid* Spain. There ware actually 4 bullfights 
four matadors, each with a different bull* Being an animal lover, I was appalled 
during the first fight to xaallse I was watching the killing of a bull, I think I 
closed my eyes during the first fight 9 but by the fourth fight I was cheering along 
with the crowd. Amaeing how quickly one can get inured to cruelty. Thought about 
sending you prints of the slides of the brill fight, but one single picture can't 
represent the whole atraoaphere, so you're not getting any. 

Along that line, remember the Tom Lehrer song with the line about the driver 
ruunlng over a dog with such mastery that he (the driver) was awarded both ears and 
a tail? 

That's it for now. You should hear from me in about a week with specific aooze 
(to borrow a Berchian spelling) of our trip. 

((See ya soon! And If you cone In June, you'll be able to get a Hannacroix 
Haircut (somewhat similar to a Mohawk!). 

I believe the song you're thinking of is "In Old Mexico" . Like most of Tom 
Lehrar's songs* it's a riot. 

I'm Just as glad that you didn't send me a picture of the bullfight. Watching 
somebody who is innocent of any wrongdoing get brutally murdered isn't really 
my idea of entertainment. ) ) 

From Mike Baroo (5/8/84, and labeled "neither for nor against publication")* 

Hiya B11UK, 

Sorry I haven't written in a century or two. I've been mostly lasy and trying to 
do some other things. 

Things are generally decent. Not great, but my problems are in the past. I'll 
hopefully be picking up a programming Job aooni not much in the way of other plans 
except MadCon. Working Saturday nights (ft Fridays aoon) at racetracks. 

Proposed solution to the nuclear situations me 'em all (including Chinese, 
British, etc.) to obliterate the White House, Pentagon, and Kremlin, then the rest 
of us can go on and relax* 

I -think "Teething Troubles" from VD #?6 belongs not merely on, but atop the list 
of best articles. 

Boy, I'm proud — caused a top controversy and still managed to have a "most 
positive influence"! Or was that my positive influence? (Tee hee, as Randy SHIS 
would say.) 

Did Woody insert "pee" Into h amste rs? 

As I suggested to Randolph, it makes more sense to add the scores attained by a 
sine In the two Ball lists to get a final ranking, rather than the rankings on the 
two lists, so that a hundredth-of-a- point difference is not elevated to equal status 
as a two-point difference between cpnseoutlvely-ranksd sines. I think, though, that 
the preference matrix and Q£ trimmed mean make for a mors meaningful poll. They also 
mean 1*11 have to put a lot more work into faking the results than I did in v 82. 

Good letter on smoke. 

((Gosh, I'd all but forgotten about your fake results! As Randolph has by now 
pointed out in FSF , your idea presumes that the matrix scores range from 0 to 10, and 
this is not in fact the case. I would have agreed with you, though... 

"Teething Troubles" should have been listed in the top 20 — you're right. 
I B ia sure all your friends are glad to hear that times are better. Peace! )) 



si 

From the friend to whom this issue has been dedicated. « B 

Lepra Con 1J?3{£ 

by Joan Sxtrom 

There was no pot of gold marking the driveway, the dogs weren't painted green, I 
couldn't find any green beer, and the "Vanishing Leprechaun" mystery that BRUK sent 
for "as to solve vanished mysteriously and still hasn't reappeared. But the green 
carpet was out (it's always out) and we did have 11 particpants, lots of fun, and LOTS 
of food at the first annual LepreCon, held in "beautiful (?) downtown (?) Wren, 
Oregon (a suburb of Philomath, which is a suburb of Corvallia, which is. . ,oh, you 
get the idea) on the banks of the Mary's River. 

Featured guests were Cathy Gunning and Terry Tallman, who arrived from Seattle 
chauf fared by Ken's sister Ali; Hie rest of ua were Oregonians, Besides Ken, me 
and Saoantha, there were, from Eugene i fellow Doomia Mike Ehli, who does the FHOHD 
subzine in Life of Montyj Michael Lee, a veteran of over 400 face-tc-face Diplomacy 
games In the last 10 years i and Jim Bumpas, long-time pubber of Liberterrean , with 
his wife Linda and ?- week-old son. Prom Sheridan was Stephen Lee, who's 

been in the hobby quite a while and was involved in the "R-3" controversy in Retaliation 
(which I now understand from having read my back issues of TO). Last but not least 
was Vic Bucy, a friend of Taliban's isho came all the way from Waldport on the coaBt 
Just to watch for a few hours. Amazing* 

Kingmaker, Kiak, Can't Stop, Civilization, and Diplomacy — - both regular and 
gunboat — were played. Partly because my position as hostess put other demands on 
my time and partly because I'm not an avid gamer and have no desire to sit for six 
hours playing a game, X participated only in the Dip games. They were, In fact, my 
first FTP games and more or less my first exposure to Diplomacy at all, since my 
postal game in tfhiteeioaja is only up to fall '02. As Turkey in the regular game, I 
allied with Russia (Michael Lee) and he was a trustworthy game-long ally. Got off 
easy for my first game, didn't I? Gunboat was much more fun. I was Germany and 
acquired the nickname "Exterminator Sxtrom" for my aggressive tactics. The incident 
is recorded for posterity on a tape we made for Mark Luedi. X hope he realises how 
valuable that tape may be some day* 

X had been worried that people would get bored because we don't have a TV or 
stereo, but X underestimated the dedication of gamers who, X discovered, won't even 
stop a game in order to eat* 

Terry Tallman was in rare form with his anti-BRUXian remarks* 
In response to Michael Lee' 6 "Better king for & day than schmuck for a lifetime" 
(comment during the Kingmaker game), he retorted, "Better a lifetime as a schmuck 
than an evening with BRUX. M Next he came up with "I'd rather have hemorrhoids than 
be a BRUXoid." Needless to say, the conversation rapidly deteriorated after that 
point* Terry Just cannot accept the fact that I'm a loyal, screaming Doomle. 

Saturday evening we placed a 9a!! to Paul Rauterberg. Mark Frueh had told me 
that the MadLads would be at Faults celebrating Saul's 30th birthday. Veil, they 
were obviously partying (the otsioxiouB- sounding person in the background singing at 
the top of his lungs was none other than R-r-r-r-ruonak! ) but it wasn't Paul's 
birthday and apparently he's already 30* However, since he'd been partying for 12 
hours by the time we called* he graciously let ua all gather around and sing "Happy 
Birthday" to him anyway. Also, Eric Ozog arrived in Milwaukee during the phone 
conversation* much to Oath/* a delight* 

Brexyonelef t by 2j* Sunday, which is Just as well, since Samantha's temperature 
was over 103 and she was sick for a week after that* So was Terry. All in all, we 
had a great time and plan to do it again next year* We have to — I'm too lazy to 
take down the decorations* So save the weekend of March 15*17, 1°85» sod come to 
LepreCon XX featuring — GABY O0UGKLANH 

((Sounds good to me! Ihanx to Joan for letting me print this article for free. 
In exchange for which X get to take her out to dinner when she comes to Dal ton in a 
few weeks. And, thanks to Terry Talliaan for the kind words*)) 
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Dippy Crossword #2 

Since "the first Dippy Crossword puzzle contained thxea errors, I felt obligated to 
compose a second one, this time with no Eistakoe. First prize is 5 free issues. 
Second is two freezes. Deadline is June 8, 1984. Go for it! 



ACROSS 



77 4 ^ou to me or me to you 
78. Churna or foama 

80, Mallow Yellow or SIRZUS 

81. Large province 

you '83* Whitelaw , the diplomat 

16. Deceive the gaaesjaaster 84, Prolific dippy jmibber 



Kichalskl's voice 

Southern city 
, A missed build w3£l 
often corse back to „ 



ZU 

22. 



25- 

30. 

33. 

35* 
37- 



43. 
46„ 
48o 
50. 
53c 
55- 
57* 
61. 



62o 
65„ 

66. 
67, 
68. 
69. 
71. 
72* 
73. 
7*. 
75o 



Thick skin 

Sonreactive 
Memphis quadruped 
One who supply 
centers can't 
(2 wdfi.) 
BirdBnafce 

Wrobel's spec^^ 
Baseball atat ' . r 

Hindu figure . : 

Missile housing 
2§- railroads 

Survivors,* m$br» 
Slender, rlgiti i^n oi 
a plant or P.nime.1 
llorttv Atlantic Tn P&ril 
Ton thousand &taus two 
vowels 

France doesn't rfa^t 
Sagland here J.a H)l 
Urinates 

Victorious Dooraie 
Bauxite and hematite 
Ark builder 
Joan and Alex 
Greek cheese 

and died (£ wds)' 

Beasts a tout a victory 
If Hark Lew v*m a 
ahe -penguin, (a)he*d 
lay this 

Fargo golf tourneys 
Surrounded by mftififeey 
or bread (2 vdsj) 
Italian river 
Pudge and Lepra 

Whitney (pK) 

A chortle 
Beat without t 
Speed up an engine 
Army beds 
Produced offspring 
Right be worn by Caihy 
or Alex s but never Fudge 
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5&. 
7 '95* 



Time enough for two PTF 
gams -years 
87. Home of W's literary war 
90. Gallcia,~io Russia 
9U Barfrog, Barkraut, 

Rom wop, _^ r 

Online (abbr) 
How Krud alght spell 
*' deans* 1 

Postal Diplomacy' b 
Appalling Greed 
9?. Turkay to Hussia, in a 
steamroller 

98, Barents or Aegean 

99. Sound heard at a ByraeCoa 
if: rq people aake noise 

10'X. Devour the FRIO 
102. Gasman title 

What Peary wants us to 
pay (2 wds) 

Stubborn _ _ ox (2 wds) 
Banks "™ 
10?. HyixsrEc designer 
110. Out of the way 
111* Tease 

113. Sight garment 

114. Biblical figure 

115. Oaklyn or Winsome 

116. Eip 

118. Plastic stars and anchors 
eight do this, but never 
wooden blocks 
120* Lived to a ripe old 

age (2 wds) 
122. Say it ain't so 
125. in* to surround 

127. Anrnoff likes to 

129* Long tine periods 
130. Fart of the Med 

134. Simon BUlonness will 
say this scon 

135. Issues of Woody* s sine? 



103. 

104. 
105. 



137« Ennsn Isle 

139- He way Born tr> Dig s pubbe: 

141. "Visard of Dip" sine 

142. Land space on the board to 
which no army over moves 

145, Russia's opening fleets 
could bounce here In S'Q4 

148. Asian country 

149. Sounding device for 
location 

150. Marsupial feature 

151. Island country 

152. la\sgh scornfully 
153* SH&l* is here 

154» oiaan namreG ro saiwS 
155* Germany migfct order A T^t*- 
ple in F *0t support 

DOWN 

1. Hixon'e downfall 

2. Wrobel might like wred meat 
this way 

3. la rodent, first person 

4. ? Mid- (aab) 

5. Llo.uor 

6. Headgear (jl.) 

7. Loyal, aoreaming readers of 
a Great Seek sine 

8. Ionian is in it 

9* What MXS& hopes to remain 
in High Plains Gonaa (abbar) 

10. BRtEC viaita Alex for _____ 
(2 wds) 

11. Pain Irt the ass 

12. Deadwood's sister 

13. Siberia, Russia, et. al. 

14. Deviates from norm because 
I am in It 

15. Ohio zlne 

16. Sonny 7 s ex 

17. A chuckle 

18. Aside, beeitfe, seaside, 
deoidB, i- _ 

19 i-' Krs. Denver ' ' . 
20. Roman garments 
26. Austria might capture it 
la '01 

28. Knight or EUie- to Rellly 
32. A dippy gulf 

36. Barco to Alex, when she's 
in Spain 



> Issues of Jane's sine 
, Ocean tseftches 

> What you do with an 
order change on tiie 
sight before deadline 

■ Two Englaxtds and & 

Geraaay 
. Busso-Tisrkish Orgy 
, Mrs, Halvexstadt 
, Cassius Clay 
, Amatt and Rasters 
, Dick and Gary rarely 

do this 
t Glover's pub 

> Consumed without 

, Pakistan Nspal Aden 
Romania YfeasBuela, 
Russia . 
. Gssaany or Russia can 
have this in *0l» but 
Italy can't 
f5% Extra w o* added 

mletake makes this wb&t 
J it wasn't 
'60« Asian capital 

62* Grab _ 

63« Hannacroix author 

64 0 KaneKen attendees went 

here in '83 
6? 0 Hatter in an unfluahad 
f toilet at a collage J^r 
girl3 

? 70* Masters or HSghfield 
.73* jEtoyllis or Sasantha 
j7^» Julie and Cathy have 

good ones 
175* _ HBUX, This is not 

an antelope, so don't 

get surprised. 
76. Description of a quarry 

79. Golfer's item 

80. Pearson's nicjeoaae 

81. Bngland might move hers 
' in '01 

82. Without centers 

m. mux., till ho buy* a 
house 

85. Acquires knowledge 

87. cannot be capture! 

by anyone in *0l 

88. Kaon or krypton, 

89. Harvest 

91. Musical symbol 

92. Carefully scans a sine 

93. Vieki 




96Vlexaa sine 
97, mpdom'a best writer, 
probably 

100. Olsen and Hamlin are 

very 

102. Berkh, Kao| t and ERUT 



124, Absence of anger (2 Kds) 
126. Hawaii volcano, possible abbr, 
128. Walks awkwardly 
13^* Humorous action 
132, Science Fiction Invitational 
Tournament of Utah 



103- Five 7 vowf 14, all different 133* Without wor&a 



lo4. • fcra'tfat 
m. 'SSfov in Paris 

108. Thirteen or Swider 

109. netful 
1*0. 3^ ciiieri 

112. La** in western U.S. 
lis. "0W# - 2 
117. Behihds 
?, Metal 

Lineey, in Knight's 
press 
122. Orbs' 



135* Russian player 
136. Frencbaan'n solo win Is 

accomplished ""' an ally? 
138. Enoreous pussy 
140* Dot* vat. in spelling 

143. Heotillnear letter 

144. Korth Atlantic Intrusion 
Vi6, Butch Antilles, abbr. 

147. England doesn't want France 
here in *0l 



HXHTi The puszle can be solved 

* A « -» -i. t xnost easily by filling in the 

123. What happened when ttcobel , . J J 

captured all of the other xe 

countries' home centers 
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BR T JX Speak; 



i 

Are Publishers Klite? 
' / / 

Is there a caste system within the structure of the postal Diplomacy hobby, or 
are all dippers created equal? Should sosi^ of 'the hobby's literature fc* restricted 
to an "olite" few, or should it all be mads available to the hobby at large? 

A discussion on precisely this topic has been tafclig place recently in Dick 
Kar tin's mv zica, House of Lords. Since many of you may never even have heard of 
HOL befc-re, allow me to digress just for a moment and explain exactly -what it is. In 
Hick Martin's own words, from issue EQL is "a seen by, for and about publishers 
soft publishing, GMs and CMing. It runs no games, and is available to puhlidhsrs and 
GMs only." (This restriction was changed in the following 3.ssuej but get to 
that shortly.) 

In House of Lords several of these publishers and GMs had ooawmtB .?s(^:al' ,5 
this policy/ Host of "them were very supportive of it. For example* 1 « 

John Caruso 1 "' HOL is not an elitist group or a segregated group as everyone csobs to 
view it* I see it as a forum for a certain group of people. Anyone .^an GH 0.: pv; 
out a one pegs flyer and call it a seen and be able to participate. Unlike segregation 
which denies people — HOL states how you ars entitled. If this was elitist, only 
the top fifty or so GMe and publishers would be allowed to enter. You have done it in 
a very fair way — past and present GMs and publishers, and since anyone can GK or 
publish,, anyone can take part. That's something these peopl* who call this an elitist 
group* fail, to recognize." 

Konrad Bamst* later t "My own opinion is that only pubbers should get it ({the sine)), 
simply because it makes the seen elite, and why not feel olite if ws can?" 

Hod Walters "His most vocal and opinionated people in the hobby tend to get into 
publishing anyway, so this "restriction 8 isn't all that restrictive. X would say, 
however, that you would be well advised to consider letting non-puhbers subscribe , 
Two reasons* one is that there's nothing secret about what's been, said here? the 
other is that some nan- pubbers are interested in publishing and it would be good for 
them to read some of these discussions* But it seenu; a vary good idea to restrict 
input to those who've "been there.'" 

Steve Langleys "As to the elitist controversy j it's your seen, run it the way you 
want to. X imagine if there exists a 'very interested* non-publisher with great 
insists, etc., that he will be publishing soon in any case. 1 * 

And Dick Martin, responding to Bauaeisteri ,; The objective hers is not to exclude 
the dregs, but include the raost active/experienced." 

Well! I've been publishing and GMlng for well over four years, and I've never 
felt that I'm a member of some "elite" group. Now, 1 will agree that Dick baa ovary 
right to publish his zine any way he likes — that's not the point. The point, it 
seems tc me, is why be so restrictive to begin t?ith? Mayb e it is true that the topics 
covered in House of Lords are of interest only to publishers and GMs, and maybe it 
isn* t. But why not let the members of the hobhv_ decide for themselves what interests 
them? Why not at least give everyone a choice? I entail that Dick and others might 
be surprised at the level of interest many hobbyists have regarding matters pertaining 
to ©Sing and publishing. Case in point: a while back I ran two round-table type 
discussions in VD, regarding "Gamesmasters and the Telephone" and the treatment of 
off the record material* Both of these discussions drew extensive comment from people 
who were neither GMs nor publishers. And while I admit that some of the topics covered 
in HOL do not strike me as of particular interest to non-publishers (e.g. the 
discussion of filing systems), it just seems to me that the non-publishing members 



of the hobby are capable of isakisjg their own decisions about what they want to read. 

If I may answer a fsw of the comments above (oh "boy! I may?), it seems to me that 
the distinction between something >jhich "denies people" and something which "states 
how you are entitled" is like distinguishing a glass half empty from one half full. 
Making a s&ine available only to publishers and GMs is exactly the same thing as 
denying it to those who do neither,, just as saying "you may vote only if you aren't 
black" is equivalent to "you may not vote if you are black, " So the distinction John 
Caruso is trying to make above is in my opinion no distinction at all, but rather an 
exercise in semantics. And his argument that anyone can GM or publish is true, but 
irrelevant — who's going to start GMing or publishing just so he can have the right 
to sub to House of L ords? 

Similarly, I~disagree with Rod Walker's suggestion to "restrict input to those 
who've •been there*." While perhaps Dick might well want to sort through all the 
comments received and pick out those most suitable for print, I'll bet the mortgage 
(and win 9 I assure you) that some of the most cogent commentary about GMing and 
publishing would oome from those who have tried neither — people like Helson 
Heintsman P Jeff Kcto s and Bob Olsen, whose inexperience in these matters didn't preclude 
theix very informed and intelligent contributions to the afore -mentioned round-table 
discussions in TO. By denying people like this the right to contribute, Dick is 
losing out on some potentially stimulating and fresh ideas — and so are his readers. 

Langley's comment is just not always true — refer to the people cited in the 
above paragraphs and many others, as examples of those with a great deal of insight, 
but for whatever reasons have not taken up publishing or GMing. 

And Martin* s reference to "the dregs" perhaps gives a very revealing clue about 
his reasons for imposing these restrictions to begin with — if you poor common folk 
are only "the dregs" of the hobby, wall, then, maybe you're just not good enough to 
participate in these discussions of sacred topics by elite publishers. 

To the resoue of "the dregs" comes Hark Berchi "Seriously, if you think that, for 
example, that only GH/pubbers are interested in (34ing ethics (which deals largely with 
how GMs treat their players), then from such a wrong premise, wrong conclusions flow." 
And he goes on to point out how one of the letters in a previous issue, written by a 
publisher (Kathy Byrne) t could well have been written word for word by a non-OIing 
non-publisher. 

So what came of this discussion? In HOL #5i Dick revised his policy, saying "Sorry 
to puncture the elite aura, kids, but I just couldn't stand the aggravation any more." 
Ihe new policy? HOL is now available to anyone, BUf publishers or GMs can get it 
by writing for it, by trading for it, or by paying a dollar an issue i non-GMing non- 
publishers have to pay $2.50 an issue to get it — there are no alternatives for 
"the dregs". And to me, this is pretty darn close to the same old policyi $2.50 is 
an exorbitant price to pay for ang; zine (sez he t . who shells out that amount for DW and 
charges $3-00 for a copy of his fourth annish as a back issue), and with all due respect 
to House of Lords (which contains a good deal of interesting material), it simply 
does not approach $2.50 per issue in value. (#5 was 18 pages longf I haven't seen 
any issues since.) The point of all this is not to chide Dick for charging as much as 
he does (that is every publisher's right), but to point out that he really hasn't 
changed his policy all that much, except for those non-GMing non-publishers who wish 
to pay the truly astronomical price for a sub. 

It all boils down to the same thing. 15ie hobby ( s "elite" — the publishers and 
GMs — are allowed to sub to and contribute to this forum, while "the dregs" for all 
practical purposes are not. It's Dick's eine and he can run it any way he chooses. 
But I personally see no value to his restrictions, and in fact I view It as destructive 
to erect phony barriers such as that which House of Lords seem3 to have constructed 
between "the elite" and "the dregs". To my way of thinking, we're all equal. If you 
readers are "the dregs", then, well, I'm proud to be emongst you. The fact that I 
happen to publish does not make me superior to anyone else. Any opinions from "the 
dregs" out there? From anyone? 
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